
  

PRINCESS MARGARET 
SECONDARY SCHOOL 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Princess Margaret is a caring, inclusive community where 

everyone is a lifelong learner.  

 

Grades 9  -  12  

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION BOOK  

2012  ï 201 3 



- 2 - 

 
 

  
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

           
 How to Use Your Course Selection Handbook ................................ .......      3 

 Graduation Requirements ................................ ................................ ...     4 

 Admission to Post Secondary ................................ ..............................      5 

 Student Services and Information  ................................ .......................      6 

 Counselling ................................ ................................ ....      6 

 Student Evaluation and Reporting ................................ ....      7 

 Special Programs ................................ ................................ ...............      8 

 LST ................................ ................................ ...............      8 

 ELL Program ................................ ................................ ..       9 

 Career Programs ................................ ................................ ................    10 

 Princess Margaret Co-op Programs ................................ ..   11 

 Course Descriptions 

 Business Education ................................ .........................    12 

 Community Leadership ................................ ...................    13 

 English ................................ ................................ ..........    14 

 Fine Arts ................................ ................................ .......    17 

o Art ................................ ................................ ...   17 

o Dance ................................ ..............................    18 

o Drama ................................ .............................    19 

o Instrumental Music ................................ ............    20 

o Media Arts ................................ ........................    21 

o Vocal Music ................................ ......................    22 

 Home Economics................................ ............................    23 

 Information Technology ................................ ..................    25 

 Library ................................ ................................ ..........    27 

 Mathematics  ................................ ................................ .   27 

 Modern Languages ................................ .........................    30 

 Peer Tutoring................................ ................................ .   33 

 Physical Education ................................ ..........................    34 

 Planning and Graduation Transitions ................................    36 

 Science ................................ ................................ .........    37 

 Social Studies ................................ ................................    40 

 Technology Education ................................ ....................    43 

o Automotive ................................ .......................    43 

o Drafting ................................ ...........................    43 

o Electronics ................................ ........................    44 

o Metalwork ................................ ........................    44 

o Technology Education for Women ......................    45 

o Woodwork ................................ ........................    45 

 



- 3 - 

 
 

 

HOW TO USE YOUR COURSE SELECTI0N HANDBOOK  
 

"BEGIN WITH THE END IN MIND"  
 

Course selection time is an opportunity to continue thinking  about the path you are taking towards 
graduation and beyond.  As a secondary student, it is not expected that you will have all your plans 
written in stone, but it is important to research the opportunities that are appropriate for you. With 
that in mind,  it is essential to select courses that will keep doors open. 
 
Course selection is a process and this book is one of the tools to help you select your courses.  It is 
expected that you will also take the time to dialogue with your parents, teachers and cou nsellors 
about the courses you will select.  Further, it is expected that as a senior student , you will also be 
consulting career facilitators and post-secondary calendars (available on line) and websites 
(www.educationplanner.ca), ensuring that prerequisi tes are met for post-secondary programs that 
you are interested in.  
 
 

FACTORS TO CONSIDER IN MAKING YOUR DECISIONS  
 

Course Selection Process  
 
 
Ask yourself these questions: ñSTART EARLYò 
 

A. Do the courses I have chosen for grade 10, 11 and 12:  
 
 

a. Meet the requirement for secondary school GRADUATION ? 
 

b. Meet Minimum post-secondary ENTRANCE requirements? 
(Check each institution on the Internet)  
 

c. Meet specific post-secondary PROGRAM requirements. 
 

d. Meet specific EMPLOYER/CAREER  requirements? 
 
 

B. Are my marks high enough to meet post -secondary requirements for admission? 
 
 
 
***  If I am interest ed in scholarships, have I been involved in any leadership or volunteer activities? 
 
 
***  If you have any questions see your counsellor. 

 



- 4 - 

 
 

A. GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS  
 

 
GRADE 10  GRADE 11  GRADE 12  

Required Courses Required Courses Required Courses 
1. English 10 1. English 11 or Communications 11 1. English 12 or Communication 12 

2. A Mathematics 10 (2 choices) 2. Social Studies 11 or First Nations 12 2. Elective: ________________12 

3. Physical Education 10 3. A Mathematics 11 (3 choices) 3. Elective: ________________12 
4. Science 10 4. A Science 11 (5 choices) 4. Elective: ________________12 

5. Social Studies 10 5. Elective:____________________ 5. Elective: 
6. Planning 10 6. Elective: ___________________ 6. Elective: 

7. Elective:_________________ 7. Elective: ___________________ 7. Elective: 
8. Elective:_________________ 8. Elective: ___________________ 8. Elective: 

  9. Grad Transitions  
 

Note:  

The Communications 11 and 12 courses will meet graduation requirements, but students should note that these courses 

may not be acceptable for university entrance or for most university transfer programs at colleges.  
 

 
 

2004 GRAD PROGRAM POLICIES  
 

 ̧ 80 credits minimum to graduate. Each course = 4 credits  

 (48 required course credits, 28 elective credits, 4 credit Grad Transitions) 
 (16 Credits must be at the Grade 12 level) 

 ̧ Grade 10 courses are part of the Graduation Program 

 ̧ 5 Mandatory Exams 

 ̧ Graduation Transitions completion by the end of Grade 12 is mandatory (4 credits)  

 

 
 

FINE ARTS/APPLIED SKILLS (4 CREDITS)  
 

 ̧ May be completed in Grade 10, 11 or 12. 

 

 ̧ All 4 credits may be in Fine Arts or Applied Skills 
 

 
 

FIVE MANDATORY EXAMS  
 

É English 10  (20%)     É Social Studies 11  (20%)  

 

É Science 10 (20%)    É English 12/Communications 12 (40%)  
 

É A Math 10 (20%)  
 

 
Final Mark : a blend of school mark and provincial exams. Provincial scholarships  are based on these 5 exams. 
 

These are minimum graduation requirements. Many post-secondary programs have course requirement beyond these. 
Make sure you have the correct courses for your choice of programs. 
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B. ADMISSION TO POST SECONDARY  
 
Admission to Colleges /Universities   
 

 Deadlines are constantly changing: students are responsible for timely submissions to post-secondary programs.

 Is possible if students have completed high school graduation or have achieved mature student status (19 years +) . 
 

Students may choose to transfer to a university after completing the required credits.  
 
General A dmission to B.C. Universities  
 
For entrance into specific universities and/or faculties (i.e. Science, Applied Science, etc.) additional courses are required.  Students are 
advised to check the university calendars or web sites for detailed information, or  speak with their counsellor. For up to date 
information see instituti on web pages. 
 
Researching Post Secondary Opportunities  
 
Where to look:   www.educationplanner.bc.ca    
This site is an excellent resource for information about all public post -secondary institutions in B.C.  Click on ñProgram Searchò, then 
ñField of Studyò and select one.  Click on ñApply Selectionsò at the bottom.  Then click on ñSubject Areaò and click on ñApply Selectionsò 
at the botto m. Then click on programs offered and explore the hyperlinks on the left hand side for program details and admission 
requirements. 
 
Go directly to the institution web site or type the institution name into Google.  

 www.ubc.ca  
 www.sfu.ca 
 www.uvic.ca 
 www.applybc.ca 

 

http://www.educationplanner.bc.ca/
http://www.ubc.ca/
http://www.sfu.ca/
http://www.uvic.ca/
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C. STUDENT SERVICES and  INFORMATION  
 
COUNSELLING   
 
Mr. Tse   (A -F)    Mr . Moan   (G-M)   Mr. Share  (N -Z)  
 
The Counselling Department endeavors to assist students to acquire the skills, knowledge and attitudes necessary to:  
 

 know and appreciate themselves 
 relate effectively to others  
 develop appropriate educational plans and 
 explore career alternatives 

 
In order to meet these objectives the follow ing services and programs are offered: 
 
Counselling :  Individual counselling - Counsellors help students become aware of their own potential, make wise decisions, and deal 
with the educational, social and personal challenges that may confront them.  A stud ent who wishes counselling assistance may request 
an appointment with his/her counsellor.  
 
Program Planning :  Counsellors and Career Resource Centre staff will assist students with short and long term planning of their 
educational and career goals.  
 
Educational and vocational/career information is imparted to students by the following means: scheduling interviews, offering cour ses, 
participating in Post-Secondary Liaison Days, arranging for guest speakers, arranging student field trips to educational institutions or 
vocational sites, acquiring and displaying calendars and bulletin board displays, providing vocational interest tests, organizing Career 
Days, making available night and summer school information. 
 
Applications for Post Secondary Institutions  - Counsellors assist students in completing university and community college 
applications as well as providing information about financial assistance and scholarships. 
 
Employment Opportunities  ï Part-time and summer employment opportunities, as well as volu nteer opportunities, are posted in the 
Counselling and Career Centre. 
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STUDENT EVALUATION AND REPORTING  
 
At Princess Margaret, there is a system of continuous daily assessment.  Student letter grades are based on classroom work, 
assignments and tests.  All students at Princess Margaret will gain experience in writing final examinations.   
 
Princess Margaret has four formal reporting periods during the school year.  Parents receive a mid -term report (November and April) 
and a final report (February and June) in each semester.  In addition, subject teachers send out interim reports approximately six 
weeks into each semester. 
 
Letter Grades and Percentages:  Following is the Ministry model for percentages and related grade equivalents:  
 
For mid -term reports : 
 

A =  Excellent achievement 86-100%  C- =  Below average achievement 50-59% 
B =  Very good achievement 73-85%   I  =  In Progress       0-49% 

C+ =  Above average achievement 67-72%   F =  Failing 0-49% 
C =  Average achievement 60-66%       

 
For final reports : 
 

A =  Excellent achievement 4.0 GPA  C- =  Pass: the student has achieved 
basic competency for the course 
and is considered to be ready for 
subsequent work 

1.0 GPA 

B =  Very good achievement 3.0 GPA  F =  Fail: the student has not achieved 
a pass standing and it is in the 
best interests of the student to 
undertake further work in order to 
become ready for subsequent 
courses 

0 GPA 

C+ =  Above average achievement 2.5 GPA      
 C =  Average achievement 2.0 GPA      
 
An ñIò symbol may appear on a report and is only used when a student has been granted additional time to complete required work 
before a permanent letter grade is determined.  ñIò will be accompanied by a written comment stating what the student must do and 
by what date.  On the indicated date, the ñIò will be changed to a permanent letter grade. 
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D. LST/ ELL PROGRAMS 
 

Learner Support  
 

Learner Support is provided for students who require additional help so that they can be successful in school.  The Learner Support 
Center offers: 

 diagnosis of learning difficulties 
 review of mathematics and language basics 
 remedial reading instruction 
 assistance in improving study skills 
 one-on-one teaching to help each student understand difficult concepts 

 
LST Scheduled Block  
 
The LST (Learner Support Team) Resource Room program is available to students from Grades 8-12 and is designed to provide 
individual assistance and learning strategies to students who have recognized learning disabilities or have difficulties with school 
subjects. The long term goal is to enable students to become independent, responsible learners who can be successful in their 
academic subjects. 
 
The services we provide our students include: teacher and student support, peer tutor assistance, curriculum and test assistance, and 

individual education plans. Individual Education Plans (IEPs) are given to studentsô teachers to provide specific information regarding 
the learning difficulties of our students and the necessary adaptations as required by the individual learner needs. Referral  and requests 
for LST support can come from teachers, counsellors, and parents. 
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English Language Learner  
 
New students from other countries must take the District Initial Placement test  at the Welcome Centre before registering at our 
school.  The results of this assessment may indicate that the studentôs English language skills need support in order for the student to 
succeed in academic classes.  Depending upon the studentôs skill level, the student may be given as many as two ELL (formerly called 
ESL---English as a Second Language) classes. 
Advancement depends upon the studentôs ability to use his/her new knowledge effectively. 
 
 

ELL class  Level  Course Code   

Reception  450  
 

ESLR  No previous knowledge necessary, but recommended. 
 Students practise spelling, basic grammar, basic sentence formation, 

conversation patterns, and experience an introduction to Canadian 
culture. 

 Development of study skills is encouraged. 
 Some basic academic vocabulary is introduced. 

Beginner 1  460 ESLB1  Students should be able to write simple sentences, using the past 
tense. 

 Students practise short paragraph writing.  
 More vocabulary is introduced through study of stories of increasing 

complexity. 
 Some subject vocabulary is included. 
 Grammar exercises help students understand how English is used. 

Beginner 2  460 ESLB2  Students should be able to consistently use the past tense correctly, 
and use the present perfect when appropriate.  

 Students understand the difference between narrative, descriptive, 
and expository writing.  

 Paragraph writing skills are practised, along with higher -level 
vocabulary and grammar. 

 Usually a student will be given only one B2 class per semester. 

ELL 
Intermediate  

470 ESLI  This non-credit course is for students who are ready for, or are 
already in EN10 but need some ongoing support in language skills 
such as grammar and sentence structure. 

ELL Writing 
10/11  
 

460/470 YESFL10B    
andé.11B 
(4 credit)  

 These are four-credit courses designed for B2 and lower-intermediate 
students who are in need of further experience and in struction in 
writing, while they take regular academic courses. 

ELL Reading 
11  
 
 

460/470 YESFL11C 
(4 credit)  

 This credit course focuses on reading, encouraging students to 
improve their awareness of different kinds of writing.  

 Students will gain experience in understanding authorsô inferences 
and learn about literary criticism.  

 

ELL 
Language 
Development 
10/11  

460/470 YESFL10A 
andé.11A 

 This credit course is designed for senior ELL students who need 
further support in academic English. 
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E. CAREER PROGRAMS 
 

 
Career programs provide students with a unique opportunity to combine their academic studies with a career -related work experience.  
It opens the door to a world of experience that a classroom could never provide.  Work experience courses provide s tudents with an 
opportunity to:  
 

 Explore career choices to make informed decisions. 
 Gain valuable experience with workplace situations and equipment. 
 Increase confidence and self-reliance. 
 Develop awareness of personal qualities essential for success in the workplace. 
 Obtain references and contacts that will assist in securing a job. 
 Receive ministry-approved course credit towards graduation. 

 
There are four types of career programs at the high school level:  
 

 Career Preparation Co-Op Programs 
 Career Preparation Work Experience Programs 
 District Partnership Programs 

 Secondary School Apprenticeship Programs 
 
1.  WORK EXPERIENCE  (WEX12A, WEX12B)  
 
During grade 11 and 12, students are able to enrol in two work experience courses.  The following work experience courses are 
available:  Work Experience 12A and Work Experience 12B.  Once these have been allocated, students can continue with independent 
studies (IDS). 
 
In consultation with each student , placements are organized by Mr. Wilson and Ms. Lee.  Completing the work experience course(s) 
within the school schedule may be arranged by simultaneously scheduling two courses, i.e. Work Experience 12A, Work Experience 
12B.  Students wishing to complete a single block or one course will complete work experience outside of the school schedule. 
 
Criteria for a Work Experience Enrolment  
 
Students wishing to enrol in a Work Experience course must fill out a ñWork Experience Applicationò form, located in the Career 
Resource Centre office.  Applications must be filled out com pletely and dropped off prior to the course selection process.   
 

Criteria:  
 The student must be in Grade 11 or 12.  
 The student must have very good attendance and citizenship. 
 Positive teacher recommendation. 

 
2.  DISTRICT PARTNERSHIP PROGRAMS  
 
These programs help students learn specific skills for employment in certain careers.  
 
District Programs are being offered at other schools or post-secondary institutions so students can acquire certification for employment.  
Students enrolled in these programs will acquire dual credit (high school course credit as well as post-secondary diploma program 
credit).  Work experience leading to possible employment will be organized during the summer.  Interested students must acqui re and 
complete a district application for m from Mr. Wilson or Ms. Lee in the Career Centre.  Students have an opportunity to enrol in the 
following programs:   
 

 Automotive Service Technician  Electrical and Industrial Electronics  Painter/Decorator (Pilot Program) 
 Automotive Collision Repair Technician  Emily Carr - Head start in art program   Plumbing 
 Automotive Refinishing Prep Technician  Hairdressing  Roofing 
 Bakery and Pastry Arts  Horticulture  Steel and Metal Fabrication 
 Carpentry   Law Enforcement Prep Program (LEPP)  Welding (Level C) 
 Culinary Arts  Masonry/Bricklayer  Secondary School Apprenticeship  
 Drafting/CADD  Millwright  
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3.  SECONDARY SCHOOL APPRENTICESHIP  
 
Students over the age of 15 who have an opportunity to acquire part -time employment in a trade can begin an apprenticeship while 
completing secondary school.  Students will attend regular classes towards graduation and also participate in paid employment as a 
registered apprentice.  Work hours completed will be credited towards the first year of apprenticeship training as well as wo rk 
experience courses, i.e. SSA 11A, 11B, 12A and 12B.  Students complete the required 480 hours during the summer months or during 
regular school hours if their timetable is adjusted.  
 
A list of apprenticeship trades and additional information on Secondary School Apprenticeship requirements can be acquired from Mr. 
Wilson or Ms. Lee in the Career Resource Centre.   
 
4.  PRINCESS MARGARET CO-OP PROGRAMS: 
 
A. SCIENCE CO-0P (Biology 11, Chemistry 11, Physics 11, Work Experience  12A & 12B )  
 
Science Co-op is an enriched second semester program focusing on the core scientific fields of Biology 11, Chemistry 11 and Physics 11.  
The program allows students to participate in 6 weeks worth of work experience in the scientific field to receive credit for Work 
Experience 12A and 12B.  Students will work in a cohort of their peers with similar abilities and interest with one teacher in one 
classroom at a slightly accelerated pace to compensate for the time in the field.   

Students interested in signing up should select the ñScience Co-opò option in the course selection process. In the event that there are 
more students than availability, due to limited space, acceptance into the program may be based on academic record and Science 10 
teacher recommendation.   
 
B.  CAREER EXPLORATIONS 10  CO-OP (Social Studies 10, English 10, Planning 10, Work Experience  12A & 12B )  
 
This co-op is for grade ten students.  Courses taught are Social Studies 10, English 10 and Planning 10.  Students also receive credit in 
WEX 12A and WEX 12B for a total of 20 graduation credits.  
 
In addition to the traditional work placement, students attend regular career exploration field trips  to sites covering all Ministry of 
Education prescribed focus areas.  
 
Possible field trips include: 
 

 Post-secondary school tours ï Kwantlen, SFU, BCIT, Douglas etc. 
 Building sites ï trades 
 Outdoor careers ï horticulture etc.  

 Careers in health ï Surrey Memorial Hospital 
 Careers in technology ï Electronic Arts tour 
 Entrepreneurship ï LôArrive Guitars 
 On studentsô requests 

 
Students interested in signing up should select the ñCareer Explorations 10 Co-opò option in the course selection process. In the event 
that there are more students than availability , due to limited space, acceptance into the program may be based on administration, 
counsellor and teacher recommendation.   
 
C. RETAIL CO -OP (Accounting 11, Marketing 11, Business Information Management 12,  Career Transitions 12,  Work 

Experience  12A ) 
 

This co-op is for grade 12 students preparing for a retail setting in the workforce upon high school graduation.  Students would 
complete a two and a half month placement at a local retailer in the afternoon only. While at school, students would be enrol led in 
Accounting 11, Marketing 11, Business Information Management 12 and Career Transitions 12.  Once the students have completed 120 
hours of work experience they will earn an additional 4 grade 12 credits , WEX12A.  
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BUSINESS EDUCATION  
 
 
 

 
 
Business Education 10   (MBEG10)   (Prerequisite: None)  (4 credits Applied Skills)   
 
Students will review and expand their knowledge in the areas of business communications, entrepreneurship, finance, accounting, and 
marketing. Moreover, students will also be introduced to topics such as consumerism, economics, business law, and international 
business. Students will  learn these lessons through class discussions, readings, research projects, brief reports and presentations. 

 
Accounting 11   (MAC11)  (Recommended Prerequisite: BEG10)  (4 credits Applied Skills) 
 
This course provides an introduction to the basics of accounting concepts; a system to record and summarize financial events. Students 
will learn how to use generally accepted accounting principle (GAAP); organize data using manual methods to record, post and 
summarize transactions, and prepare financial statements and reports. Students will also be required to interpret financial statements 
and predict what changes may occur to affect the financial positions of a company.  
 
Accounting 12   (MACC12)  (Recommended Prerequisite: AC11)  (4 credits Applied Skills) 
 
There may be some overlap at the start of the course to accommodate those students who have not completed Accounting 11. Spec ial 
permission is required if students have not taken Accounting 11 but have a suitable math background.   Students will effectively apply 
GAAP, collect data, record transactions and create and use special journals. Accounting information will be analyzed and financial 
statements will be prepared as the financial cycle is completed. Financial data are used by organizations to track and control assets and 
liabilities. Students learn to record and summarize financial data for both service and merchandising businesses. Students will also learn 
about current business practices and the financial needs of a business. 
 
Economics 12   (MEC12)  (Prerequisite: None)  (4 credits Applied Skills) 
 

The purpose of this course is to familiarize students with the study of economics by analyzing important economic issues facing 
Canadians. These include: the costs and benefits of government intervention in the marketplace; the appropriateness of trade 
agreements such as the FTA and NAFTA; the relative weight to be given to economic growth versus environmental concerns; the 
proper role of government spending and taxation; and the desirab ility of using fiscal & monetary policy to fight deflation and 
inflationary conditions. 
 
Entrepreneurship 12   (MENT12)  (Prerequisite: None)  (4 credits Applied Skills) 
 
An entrepreneur is someone who can identify a business opportunity, develop a business plan to start the business, and successfully 
manage it so it is profitable. Students learn what skills are needed to be an entrepreneur, how to generate an idea for a bus iness, how 
to deal with legal and ethical issues in business, how to research and write a business plan that would encourage others to invest, and 
how to apply marketing, accounting, human resources,  and management to implement a venture. Teamwork and networking are 
emphasized. A background in at least one other business course or information technology course would be an asset. 
 
Management Innovations 12   (MMI12)  (Prerequisite: None)  (4 credits Applied Skills) 
 
This course provides an overview of management practices that are suitable for students who may plan to move directly into 
employment following graduation. This course will provide an introduction to entrepreneurial concepts such as accounting and 
marketing. Students will acquire the knowledge to plan, organize, operate and manage a business. An interest in the world of business 
is recommended. 
 
Marketing 11   (MMK11)  (Prerequisite: None)  (4 credits Applied Skills) 
 
This is a practical, activity-based course providing students with opportunities to examine the nature and role of marketing in a local 
and a global context.  Learn how marketing helps businesses determine and meet customer needs (marketing research); how 
businesses offer, promote and deliver products (promotions and pricing); develop effective ways to meet customer needs (produ cts); 
and explore the nature of the world e conomy (place).  In addition , students will have the opportunity to apply these skills to the 
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operation and promotion of a school store.  
 
 
Marketing 12   (MMK12)  (Recommended Prerequisite: MK11)  (4 credits Applied Skills) 
 
It is advised that students have  an interest in the business world. This course will review basic marketing concepts by studying national 
and international marketing methods and strategies. An emphasis will be placed on the importance and functions of marketing i n any 
type of organization. Topics will include marketing research, practice and strategies on moving a product to the consumer. Students will 
apply their marketing knowledge to practical and creative marketing activities.  
 
Retail Co -op   (Accounting 11, Marketing 11, Business Info rmation Management 12,  Career Transition s 12, Work 
Experience  12A) 

 
This co-op is for grade 12 students preparing for a retail setting in the workforce upon high school graduation.  Students would 
complete a two and a half month placement at a local retail er in the afternoon only. While at school, students would be enrolled in 
Accounting 11, Marketing 11, Business Information Management and Career Transitions 12.  Once the students have completed 120 
hours of work experience they will earn a n additional 4 grade 12 credits, WEX12A.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

COMMUNITY /  
RECREATIONAL LEADERSHIP  

 
 

 
 
Community Leadership 10   (YCPA10B )   (Prerequisite: Permission from instructor.) 
 
This course, which is taught outside the regular timetable, is designed to introduce students to the id ea of becoming a leader right here 
in our own community.   Students will study current trends in leadership as well as learn how to work together as a team  to design 
projects.  Students will also plan, organize and run special events in the school and district.  Evaluation is based on class assignment 

completion, public speaking skills, group projects, personal challenges as well as participation in many interactive activities. The nature 
of the assignments demands that people work in groups.  S tudents must be flexible and committed to meet informally in groups 
outside regular class time to ensure events happen according to deadlines.  

Prerequisites: 

 Excellent attendance  
 C+ or better average  
 A sincere desire to help build a more positive community 
 Committed to working in a team to complete projects  
 Initiative and two written recommendations from teachers  

 
Community Leadership 11   (YCPA11A)   (Recommended Prerequisite: Community Leadership 10 & permission from instructor. )  

As a Senior Leadership student, you will build on the skills taught in the Community Leadership 10 course: team building, planning 
events and running meetings, organization, time management, communication skills, and community proje ct development.  The nature 
of the assignments demands that people work in groups .  Students must be flexible and committed to meet informally in groups 

outside regular class time to ensure events happen according to deadlines.  Community Leadership 11, taught outside the regular 
timetable, provides students with  an excellent source of reference for scholarships, university entrance applications and employment 
opportunities. 
 
Prerequisites: 

 Excellent attendance  
 C+ or better average  
 A sincere desire to help build a more positive community 
 Committed to working in a team to complete projects  
 Initiative and two written recommendations from teachers  
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Recreational Leadership 1 2  (YIPS12C )   (Prerequisite: Open to all Grade 11 and 12 students with permission from instructor .) 
 
Recreational Leadership 12 is structured into 5 main units, as outlined in the curricular organizers.  Teambuilding, Leadership skills and 
discovery, event planning: Research and action, Articulation & Community Outreach, as well as reflection and Evaluation.  This course 
will be run as a linear class throughout the year, and paired with a study block.  By doing so, students could complete the demands of 
the course, and help with the yearlong needs of the athletic program.  Focus is on peer teaching and leading, training for mi nor 
officiating, intr amural organization, pep rally details, and awards banquet planning.  This course also emphasizes safety in a variety of 
indoor and outdoor recreational environments, and can include various field trips to enhance the student learning (ie. Ropes courses for 
team building, kayaking and hiking for outdoor safety, rock climbing, etc) .  Students can also obtain necessary safety certifications for 
relevant course work such as first aid training, outdoor safety, guiding, belaying, etc.  With access to the classro om, the gym, and the 
outdoors, students can plan and implement events, as well as gain the experience and confidence to lead and participate actively in a 
variety of environments and surroundings.  This class would be open to students in grade 11 or 12 wit h good work habit marks.  A 
letter of recommendation from at least one teacher, as well as an interview may be required for students to be considered in this 
course 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ENGLISH  
 

 

 
 

Students will read for a variety of purposes, demonstrate interpretive u nderstanding and critically analyze short stories, novels, poetry, 
drama (e.g. a Shakespeare play), and non-fiction.  In writing, students will write in a variety of formats, employing all stages of the 
writing process. Emphasis will be on the multi -paragraph composition.  
 
Oral communication skills will develop a critical awareness and appreciation of audience, purpose and context.  In viewing, students will 
identify, analyze, and interpret techniques used to convey meaning in visual and mass media.  Students select and create a variety of 
representational forms to assist in the expression, development and extension of ideas. Students are required to write a Prov incial 
Exam in English 10 and English 12 or Communications 12.  
 

English 9   (MEN9)  (Prerequisite: Humanities 8) 
 
Through the integration of reading, writing, oral communication, view ing and representing, English 9 is designed to develop studentsô 
skills and appreciation of literature and language. The activities and resources are selected to appeal to a range of interests and 
abilities.   
 
English 10   (MEN10)  (Prerequisite: English 9) 
 
English 10 builds on the skills and processes developed in English 9.  By integrating reading, writing, oral communication, viewing and 
representing, English 10 is designed to further develop studentsô skills and appreciation of literature and language. The activities and 
resources are selected to appeal to a range of interests and abilities.   
 
Students are required to write the Provincia l Examination (worth 20% of th e final grade).  
 
Communications 11     (MCOM 11)   (Prerequisite:  English 10) 
 
Communications 11 can be an alternate course to English 11 or taken in preparation for English 11.  Communications 11 is designed for 
students who struggle with passing the stan dard English curriculum.  These are students who typically need extra assistance in the 
areas of reading and writing.  Communications 11, like English 11, integrates the skills of reading, writing, oral communicat ion, viewing 
and representing.  It is inten ded to develop studentôs command of language.  If a student chooses to take Communications 11 without 
then enrolling in English 11, the next course they should enrol in is Communications 12.  English 11 is recommended for English 12 
enrolment. 
 
English 11   (MEN11)   (Prerequisite: English 10) 
 
English 11 is a mandatory course which all students must pass in order to proceed to a grade 12 English course needed for graduation. 
English 11 integrates the skills of reading, writing, oral communication, viewing an d representing. It continues to develop and enhance 
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studentsô appreciation of literature and language. The activities and resources are increasingly more sophisticated, but are carefully 
selected to appeal to a range of student interest and ability. The st rands begun in the previous grades will be built upon and expanded.  
 
Communications 12   (MCOM12)   (Prerequisite: English 11 or Communications 11) 
 
Communications 12, an alternative to English 12, is designed for students not proceeding directly to university, eg. SFU, UBC.  Students 
in Communications 12 should be ones who would normally struggle with passing the standard English 12 curriculum.  Like English 12, it 
integrates the skills of reading, writing, oral communication, viewing and representing.  It is intended to develop studentôs practical 
English skills.  Students may choose to enrol in English 12 after they have guaranteed their graduation requirement with the successful 
completion of Communications 12.  Communications 12 is a sufficient pre-requisite for some college programs such as General Studies. 
 
Students are required to write the Provincial Examination (worth 40% of the final grade).      
 
English 12   (MEN12)   (Prerequisite: English 11) 
 
English 12 is a mandatory course which all students, except those in Communications 12, must pass in order to graduate. English 12 
draws together the learning experiences of 12 years of schooling. It encourages the development of studentsô confidence, 
independence and appreciation in the areas of reading, writ ing, oral communication, viewing and representing. It continues to develop 
and enhance studentsô appreciation of literature and language. The activities and resources are increasingly more sophisticated, but are 
carefully selected to appeal to the range of  studentsô interests and abilities.   

 
Students are required to write the Provincial Examination (worth 40% of the final grade).      

 
 

English Department Electives  
 
Film Studies 11    (YVPA11C) (Prerequisite: English 10) 
 
In Film Studies 11 students will have the opportunity to analyse and discuss feature films.  Students are encouraged to develop and 
share their opinions of the movies watched in class, and will enrich their understanding of film through the study of the soc ial, cultural, 
historical, and/or political contexts that influence meaning and interpretation.   Students in Film Studies 11 will be asked to analyse and 
respond to film through a variety of mediums and assignments.  They are also expected to complete a number of writing assignm ents 
including multi -paragraph compositions.  Please note that this is a course for students who are interested in critical analysis 
and discussion of movies; this is not a film production course.  
 
Creative Writing 12   (MWR12) (Prerequisite: English 10) 
 
Creative Writing 12 is a course for students who are interested in developing their skills as creative writers.   Students will complete a 
variety of writing projects in the genres of poetry, short fiction, memoir and scriptwriting.   Students will earn their marks by 
participating in classroom workshops, keeping writerôs journals for ideas and inspirations, sharing compositions in small groups, and by 
offering constructive feedback on each otherôs work.  The final individual evaluation will be a writing portfolio, which  is meant to 
demonstrate the studentôs growth as a writer.  The class as a whole will work together to publish an anthology to represent the best 
work by each student.   Students are not required to have previous experience in creative writing and/or writin g workshops, but must be 
proficient writers and be comfortable participating in group discussions of their writing and the writing of their classmates . 
 
English Literature 12    (MLIT12)  (Prerequisite: English 11) 
 
Literature 12 is an elective that prepares you for the shifting and complex debates encountered in the ñDiscourse Communityò of the 
university and the professional world. These discussions, comprising the fine arts, politics, philosophy, religion, ecology, science, and 
society and the individual, are endemically aired and argued throughout the history of western literature framing and underpinning 
thought on todayôs issues. Step outside of your personal specialty with the confidence that knowledge bestows to engage all of your 
peers. Lit 12 is especially suitable for strong science and math students who will unlikely take 2 nd and 3rd year English survey courses at 

UBC/SFU. English students, also, will find themselves better prepared with a background in Medieval, Renaissance, Romantic and 
Modern literature in a university course format with equivalent assignments.  
 
 
Career Explorations 10 Co -op   (Social Studies 10, English 10, Planning 10, Work Experience  12A & 12B ) 
 
This co-op is for grade ten students.  Courses taught are Social Studies 10, English 10 and Planning 10.  Students also receive credit in 
WEX 12A and WEX 12B for a total of 20 graduation credits. 
 
In addition to the traditional work placement, students attend regular career exploration field trips  to sites covering all Ministry of 
Education prescribed focus areas.  
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English 9 

English 10 

English 11 Communications 
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English 
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Communications 
12 

Film Studies 
11 

 

Creative  
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English  
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Possible field trips include: 
 

 Post-secondary school tours ï Kwantlen, SFU, BCIT, Douglas etc. 
 Building sites ï trades 

 Outdoor careers ï horticulture etc.  
 Careers in health ï Surrey Memorial Hospital 
 Careers in technology ï Electronic Arts tour  
 Entrepreneurship ï LôArrive Guitars 
 On studentsô requests 

 
Students interested in signing up should select the ñCareer Explorations 10 Co-opò option in the course selection process. In the event 
that there are more students than availabil ity, due to limited space, acceptance into the program may be based on administration, 
counsellor and teacher recommendation.   
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FINE ARTS:  PERFORMING and  VISUAL ARTS  
 

 
 

 

Art        
 

 
Visual Arts 10: General  (MVAG10)  (Prerequisite: None)   (4 credits Fine Arts) 
 
Students in Visual Arts 10 will enhance their basic skills. Personal, social, cultural and historical contexts will be explored. Students will 
experience a variety of basic areas of visual expression including two-dimensional and three-dimensional works. A sketchbook is 
required for this course. 
 
Visual Arts 10 3D: Ceramics & Sculpture  (MVAC10)  (Prerequisite: None)   (4 credits Fine Arts) 
 
Students will enhance their visual literacy by exploring and creating a variety of pieces in clay utilizing hand built, mold and wheel 
thrown projects. They will further their knowledge of this art media through the study of ancient and contemporary ceramic ar t forms. 
Students also learn the safe and appropriate use, storage and handling of materials and equipment. Other sculptural projects will 
include additive and found object 3D works . 
 
Visual Arts 10 2D: Drawing & Painting   (MVAD10)  (Prerequisite: None)   (4 credits Fine Arts) 
 
Visual Arts 10 2D is a studio based course where students working in drawing and painting (two dimensional media) will enhance basic 
skills, and explore personal, social, cultural and historical contexts. Students will experience a variety of fundamental areas of visual 
expression including such drawing/painting media as conte, chalk and oil pastels, charcoal, and watercolour and acrylic paint or mixed 
media. A graphic arts component may also be included. A sketchbook is required for this course. 
 
Art Foundations 11  (MAF11) (Recommended for senior students with no previous art experience. )   (4 credits Fine Arts) 
 
In this course, students create and respond to a variety of 2D and 3D images. This includes a balanced study in both traditio nal and 
contemporary art forms such as drawing, painting, design and sculpture.  Students will further develop visual literacy by examining the 

role of art in our society and by creating a personal visual voice of their own. They will also increase their level of sophi stication and 
independence as they explore a broad range of art forms and their inter -relationships. A sketchbook is required for this course. 
 
Art Foundations 1 2 (MAF12 ) (Recommended for senior students with no previous art experience.)   (4 credits Fine Arts) 
 
Art Foundations 12 is designed for students who wish to continue general art studies at an advanced level. It will expand and review 
the content of processes such as imagery development, applied and commercial design, art media and techniques, and historical and 
contemporary developments in art, as p resented in Art Foundation 11. Emphasis will be on an individual approach to areas of 
expression. Students are required to keep a portfolio and a sketchbook.  This course is also designated for Grade 12 students who 
require a 12 level course in art to comp lete graduation requirements and have marginal art experiences to draw on.  
 
Studio Arts 11 /12 : Ceramics and Sculpture  (MSACS11, MSACS12 )  (Prerequisite: I t is recommended that students have some 
previous art courses)  (4 credits Fine Arts) 
 
This course provides opportunities for students to engage in a focused, in -depth study of Ceramics and Sculpture. Students will develop 
technical skills and visual literacy by creating, communicating and responding to art forms within Ceramics and Sculpture. They will also 

draw upon personal, social, cultural and historical contexts as they develop a visual voice in their own artwork. They will i ncrease their 
level of complexity, sophistication and independence as they develop technical competence, develop critical thinking skills and examine 
the role of art in past and present societies. A student wishing to focus on Fine Arts as a specialty will have an opportunit y to complete 
a number of areas of concentration.  
 
Studio Arts 11 /12 : Drawing and Painting   (MSADP11 , MSADP12 )  (Prerequisite:  I t is recommended that students have some 
previous art courses)   (4 credits Fine Arts) 
 
This course provides opportunities for students to engage in a focused, in-depth study of Drawing and Painting. Students will develop 
technical skills and visual literacy by creating, communicating and responding to art forms within Drawing and Painting. They will also 
draw upon personal, social, cultural and historical contexts as they develop a visual voice in their own artwork. They will i ncrease their 
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level of complexity, sophistication and independence as they develop technical competence, develop critical thinking skills and examine 
the role of art in past and present societies. A student wishing to focus on Fine Arts as a specialty will have an op portunity to complete 
a number of areas of concentration. A sketchbook is required for this course.  
 
 
 
 
Studio Arts 11 /12 : Printmaking and Graphics   (MSAPG11, MSAPG12 )   (Prerequisite: It is recommended that students have 
some previous art courses)   (4 credits Fine Arts) 
 
This course provides opportunities for students to engage in a focused, in-depth study Printmaking and Graphics. Students will develop 
technical skills and visual literacy by creating, communicating and responding to art forms Printmaking and Graphics. They will also 
draw upon personal, social, cultural and historical contexts as they develop a visual voice in their own artwork. They will i ncrease their 
level of complexity, sophistication and independence as they develop technical competence, develop critical thinking skills and examine 
the role of art in past and present societies. A student wishing to focus on Fine Arts as a specialty will have an opportunit y to complete 
a number of areas of concentration. A sketchbook is required for this  course. 
 
 
 
 

Dance      
 

 
 
Dance 10  ï 12: Bhangra   (MDNP10, MDNP11, MDNP12 )   (4 credits Fine Arts) 
 
This high energy course is open to all students grade 9-12. The level of choreography will be dependant on the skill level of the 
students in the class, and there will be performance opportunities. Students will receive dance performance (fine arts) credit for this 
course. 
 
Dance 10 - 12 : Boys   (MDNP10, MDNP11, MDNP12 )   (4 credits Fine Arts) 

 

This course is similar to the regular Dance 10-12 course, but is geared toward boys in regards to style and content. We will focus on hip 

hop and elements of break dance, as well as an introduction to other styles .  Students will receive dance performance (fine arts) credit 

for this course. 
 
Dance 10: Performance   (MDNP10 )   (Prerequisite: None)  (4 credits Fine Arts) 
 
This course is an introduction to various forms of dance with the concentration on hip hop.  Students will be taught proper theatre 

etiquette and will perform in front of an audience. Students will have the o pportunity to choreograph and perform in small groups as 

well. 

 
Dance 11 / 12: Perform ance   (MDNP11, MDNP12)   (Recommended Prerequisite: Dance 10 for Dance 11; Dance 11 for Dance 12.)   
(4 credits Fine Arts) 
 
This course contains all the same elements of Dance Advanced, but moves at a more relaxed pace. Emphasis is on dance for fun and 
exercise. This course includes exposure to a variety of dance forms and to the world of dance. The class will move at a pace catered to 
the students and the students will have a lot of say as to which dance forms are studied and performed. Students will learn to create 

and critique dance, and to use technology to enhance their knowledge of dance.  
 
Dance 11 /12 : Choreography   (MDNC11 , MDNC12 )  (Recommended Prerequisite: Permission from instructor)  (4 credits Fine Arts) 
 
This course is only open to students also enrolled in Dance Senior or Dance Advanced. In this course students will learn principles of 
choreography and will have the chance to choreograph many different pieces in pairs, groups and on their own. This is a chance for 
students to really let their creativity shine through. Students will prepare pieces for practice and performance.  
 
 

 



- 19 - 

 
 

 
Drama    
 
 

 
Drama 10: Acting  (MDRG10)  (Prerequisite: None)  (4 credits Fine Arts) 
 
Drama 10 builds on the work begun in Drama 8 but there is a greater performance component. The study of the craft of acting 
becomes increasingly important. This class will introduce students to the essentials of acting through the exploration of bod y, voice, 
idea, and ensemble. Students will begin to apply these skills to the preparation and presentation of scripted material.  
 
Drama 10: Theatre Production   (MDRD10)  (Prerequisite: None)   (4 credits Fine Arts) 
 
Production 10 is a component of ñCastle Playersò - PMôs very own theatre company. It is a year-long course that is designed to replicate 
the experience of being in a theatre company.   The goal of the course is to prepare a staged play to present to the school community 

and general public. Students will be given opportunities to work onstage as actors and offstage as part of a variety of technical crews 
including lighting, sound, costumes, and props.  Note: this is a year -long class that meets twice a week after school. 
 
 
Theatre Performance  11 /12 : Actin g  (MTPA11 , MTPA12 )  (Recommended Prerequisite: Drama 10 for Acting 11; Acting 11 for 
Acting 12)  (4 credits Fine Arts) 
  
As members of the senior theatre class, students will be given a leadership role and a variety of performance opportunities. These 
opportunities may include presentation of original work, touring to local elementary schools or producing one act plays. There w ill be a 
history of theatre component as well as monologue work and acting for film and television.  
 
Theatre Company 11 /12 : Castle Players   (YVPA11B , YVPA12B )  (Recommended Prerequisite: Theatre Production 10 or some 
previous drama courses for Theatre Company 11; Theatre Company 11 for Theatre Company 12)   
 
To become a member of the Castle Players, a student must show leadership and responsibility. Commitment, enthusiasm and 
availability are essential. Theatre Company is a practical performance class where students will perform full-length plays and/or 
musicals under the direction of the instructor. Students will gain both performance  and technical experience in the following areas: 

acting, writing and directing, set and costume design, light and sound operation, promotion and publicity and stage managemen t.  
Note: this is a year-long class that meets twice a week after school. 
 
Musica l Theatre 11 /12   (YVPA11A , YVPA12A )   (Prerequisite: It is recommended that students have some previous drama courses 
for Musical Theatre 11; Musical Theatre 11 for Musical Theatre 12)   
  
Musical Theatre is a performance-oriented class comprised of three major areas of study: choreography, acting and vocal production. 
In this class students will study a variety of musical theatre styles including Broadway, Bollywood and Hollywood traditions.  Areas of 
development will include dancing, singing, character building, and stage presence culminating in a musical theatre production.  
 
Theatre Performance 11 /12 : Directing &  Script  Development   (MTPDS11 , MTPDS12 )  (Prerequisite: It is recommended that 
students have some previous drama courses for Directing & Script 11;Directing & Script 11 for Directing & Script 12)   (4 credits Fine 
Arts) 
  
Directing and scriptwriting provides senior drama students with the opportunity to create theatre. Students will be given a n umber of 
opportunities and approaches to develop and produce original as well as published scripts. Note: this class may be taken as a 
component of ñCastle Playersò - a year-long course that meets after school.  
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I nstrumental  Music  

 
 
 
Music 10: Guitar   (MMGR10)   (Prerequisite: None)   (4 credits Fine Arts) 
 
Students will be expected to understand relationships between chords and scales and to develop music compositions which 
demonstrate purposeful use of melody and harmony. Students will learn a variety of popular songs in order to develop skills a nd build a 
repertoire for performance. Evaluation will be based on progress, attitude and participation in music department activities.  
 
Music 10  - 12 : Jazz Band   (MMJB10 , MIMJB11, MIMJB12 )   (Recommended Prerequisite: None for Jazz Band 10; Jazz Band 10 
for Jazz Band 11: Jazz Band 11 for Jazz Band 12) (4 credits Fine Arts) 
 
Students will continue acquisition of performance skills on their instruments through study and performance of various jazz a nd popular 
musical styles in large and small ensembles. Students will learn improvisation and composition skills. The Jazz Band will support the 
Vocal Jazz group in performances. 
 
Music 10: Keyboards   (MMG10)   (Prerequisite: None)   (4 credits Fine Arts) 
 
Students will be expected to further develop familiarity with MIDI m usic programming software and demonstrate skills through 
keyboard performance, computer programming and composition. Students will continue to develop familiarity with chord structur es, 
rhythms and notation.  
 
Music 11: Performance Guitar   (MIMG11)   (Recommended Prerequisite: Guitar 10)   (4 credits Fine Arts) 
 
This course is for students who wish to perform in small music groups. Music will be chosen from a variety of popular styles,  with input 
from students. Students will be expected to participate in live  performances and to develop technology skills for recording performances 
in a studio setting.  
 
 
 

Music Composition And Technology 11: Keyboards/Computer  (MMCT11)  (Recommended Prerequisite: Keyboards 10)  
(4 credits Fine Arts) 
 
The focus of this course will be the role of technology in creating sounds, mixing performances, recording music into computers, 
remixing, and editing audio using digital audio software. As well, students will continue to develop keyboard performance ski lls 
introduced in Keyboards 9 and 10. Students will be introduced to some of the skills need for a career in audio engineering and they will 
be encouraged to participate in music through development of basic instrumental skills.  
 
Music 12: Performance Guitar   (MIMG12)   (Recommended Prerequisite: Guitar 11)   (4 credits Fine Arts) 
 
This course is for students with advanced instrumental or vocal skills. Students will prepare music for school events and work with 
recording equipment in a studio setting. Students will be involved with the selection of music and the arranging of pieces. Evaluation 
will be based on progress and the development of a portfolio of music recorded in digital format.  
 
Music Composition And Technology 12: Keyboards/Computer   (MMCT12)  (Recommended Prerequisite: Keyboards 11)   
(4 credits Fine Arts) 
 
This course offers advanced instruction in audio engineering, including the mixing of live music, DJ skills, effects processing, and digital 
recording techniques. Students will oversee recordings done by a variety of small groups, and participate in school events as audio 
technicians. Students will use various software programs used in the production of music. As well, students will continue to develop 
keyboard performance skills in a variety of genres. 
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Media Arts    
 

 
 
Media Arts 10   (MVAM10)  ( Prerequisite: None)  (4 credits Fine Arts) 
 
This course is design to introduce students to basic concepts of video production and film making. Student will  learn camera skills, shot 
composition, script-writing, storyboarding as  well as computer-based digital video editing. Students will video tape school events and 
participate in preparing and presenting school-wide broadcasts.  

 
Film and Television 11: Video Production   (MDFT11)   (Recommended Prerequisite: Media Arts 10)  (4 credits Fine Arts) 
 
Video Production 11 is designed for the student who has a strong interest in media technology. Video Production 11 students w ill learn 
to use a variety of concepts, technologies and skills including digital video cameras, shot composition, script-writing, storyboarding, 

computer-based digital video-editing, DVD mastering and broadcast technology. A focus of Video Production 11 is to videotape and 
broadcast school events and student activities. Students in this course must work cooperatively in large or small groups and be self-
motivated to develop their video production skills. Some out -of-class work is required. 
 
Film and Television 12: Video Production   (MDFT12)  (Recommended Prerequisite: Video Production 11)  (4 credits Fine Arts) 
 
Students in Video Production 12 produce independent projects that explore various aspects of video production including 
documentaries, music videos, short films, public service announcements and commercials. As well, students will learn advanced video 
techniques including special effects, green screens and image enhancement. Video Production 12 students will also assist Video 
Production 11 students as peer tutors. Students must be self-motivated and willing to work independently or in small groups.  
 
Visual Arts /Media Art s 10: Photography   (MVAM10)   (4 credits Fine Arts) 
 
This course is for those students who want to learn about art through the medium of photography.  Students will learn about t he 
fundamental concepts of photography by constructing a basic camera, using enlargers and manual SLR cameras. Exploring digital 
imagery from scanners, DSLR cameras, and found images and using photo manipulation programs, such as PhotoshopCS2 and web 
based programs, are a focus.  Students will learn how to develop their own  personal imagery and their creativity.  Students will start to 

develop an historical view of photography by exploring famous photographers who have influenced the field and society through  their 

work. 
 
Visual Arts/ Media Arts 11: Photography  (MVAMT11)  (Recommended Prerequisite: Photography 10)  (4 credits Fine Arts) 
 
Students will work with 35 mm manual and digital SLR cameras as well as cameras from cell phones, point and shoot cameras and the 
scanner as a camera.  The course covers the living history of black and white photography starting with an overview of the basics of 
using an SLR camera, processing film, and developing b/w prints.  Digital darkroom components include working in PhotoshopCS2 to 
manipulate photographic images.  Students are taught the  elements and principles design as applied to photography and are 
encouraged to explore their own interests when researching a photographer and shooting response images.  Observation and self 
discovery are developed throughout the course in a Visual Journal. 
 
Visual Arts/Media Arts 12: Photography   (MVAMT12)  (Recommended Prerequisite: Photography 11)  (4 credits Fine Arts) 
 
This course expands on the studentôs prior photographic knowledge and skills built in Media Arts 11.  Emphasis is placed on 
photography as an art form that expresses the studentôs ideas around self and society. This awareness of social and personal issues, 
and developing a professional approach to creating a body of work are the main focuses of this advanced course. Students choose the 
balance of digital and analogue photography for their medium. Students will be required to show their work in the school and d evelop a 
ñportfolioò of their work and ideas.  Observation and self discovery are developed throughout the course in a Visual Journal. 
 
Yearbook 10  (YCCT10A)  (Prerequisite: None)   
 
This course has been developed to support and encourage students to explore the richness and diversity of events in their school 
environment.  Students learn to plan, market, and execute the means to prod uce a yearbook for the student body. Students learn to 
use digital cameras and develop photographic skills.  They develop layout skills and create page layouts.  The learning outcomes are 
based on the organizers: Social and Cultural Issues, Creation, Analysis and Technology and Marketing.  Students are given the 
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opportunity for self and advisor assessment.  The course focus is on skill development in collecting, interpreting and presenting school 
events.  Students who take this course may register directly into Yearbook 12. 
 
Yearbook  11  (YCCT11A)  (Recommended Prerequisite: Yearbook 10)  
 
Students will be totally responsible for the production of the yearbook. A basic understanding of computers and software is 
recommended as this course requires use of computers for layout, file organization and photo manipulation. Art and photography 
experience and good English skills are important. Students must be willing to work as a team and be willing to put in extra h ours 
outside of class time.  Meeting strict deadlines are a critical reality of this class. A mature attitude and good work ethic are a must.  
 
Yearbook  12  (YCCT12A)  (Prerequisite: It is recommended that students  have completed Yearbook 10 and/or Yearbook 11, or 
instructors permission in an interview process)   
 
Students will be given a leadership responsibility in the production of the yearbook and will be required to train and superv ise Grade 10 
and 11 students in their page production. Management, leadership and production skills will be taught and evalua ted. Art, computer, 
writing and photography experience is absolutely necessary. Students must be willing to act as team leaders and be willing to  put in 
extra hours outside of class time. Students will help students in their team meet the production deadli nes. This course will be of interest 
to students who wish to pursue careers in related publication, writing, and media fields.  
 
 

 
 
 

Vocal Music    
 
 
 
 
 
Choir 10  - 12  (MMCC10, MCMCC11. MCMCC12 )   (Prerequisite: None for Choir 10: Choir 10 for Choir 11: Choir  11 for Choir 12)   
(4 credits Fine Arts) 
 
Did you know anyone can learn to sing????  Have you always wanted to sing?  Let your voice be heard! Music is a powerful 
communication tool. We will have many opportunities to work individually, in duets and small groups creating harmony and performing 
popular pieces. In addition, we will listen and critique a variety of music styles. When ready, we will learn to understand our audience 
so that we can perform our best. There will be opportunities to develop choreogr aphy to match the music , as few choirs stand still 
anymoreéwe look to engage our audience and tell our story. This course offers field trips to perform both in the local community, and 
in festivals. If you love to work in a team, form strong group connecti ons and tell powerful stories in songé.this is the place for you! 
This is a four credit fine arts, one semester course, offered within the regular timetable . 
 
Vocal Jazz 10  -12   (MMVJ10 , MCMJV11. MCMJV12 )   (Prerequisite: None for Vocal Jazz 10; Vocal Jazz 10 for Vocal Jazz 11; Vocal 
Jazz 11 for Vocal Jazz 12)   (4 credits Fine Arts) 
 
This course is offered after school, and runs all year long on Monday & Wednesday evenings from 2:45 ï 4:00, and includes scheduled 
section practices and performances. Vocal Jazz is one step up. Here self motivated singers begin to sing with a swing. With learning 
tracks and a student band we learn Jazz classics and sing them with attitude. We focus on Jazz chords and learning scat. This is a place 
for those who love to be creat ive and take risks.  We learn to improvise and play with musicality. We invite in clinicians to critique us 
and we observe and critique others in order to improve our sound. This is an exciting performance based choir that performs i n many 
places. 
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HOME ECONOMICS  

 
 
 
Foods and Nutrition 10   (MFDN10)  (Prerequisite: None)  (4 credits Applied Skills) 
 
In this course, the primary focus will be on learning and developing skills to produce a wide variety of products including   starters, main 
meals, breads and other baking. This course includes producing items for social and promotional events within the school which 
introduces the student to small scale catering.  Students will preview a variety of ethnic cooking techniques while acquiring the basic 
skills for the culinary arts.  
  
Foods and Nutrition 11   (MFDN11)  (Prerequisite: None)  (4 credits Applied Skills)  

 
Beyond the basics! Learn the whys, and hows through creative meal planning and food preparation. Learn how fitness, diet 
performance, and health are all interrelated. Explore the changes in foods brought about by tech nology and cultural influences.  Skills 
learned may be applied to careers in food services, health care and hospitality, as well as everyday living.  The course includes 
introduction to  catering and cafeteria food preparation practices.  "Foodsafe" instruction will be given at minimal cost to the student, 
and Foodsafe certificates will be issued to those students successfully passing the exam. 
 
Foods and Nutrition 12   (MFDN12 )  (Preferred Prerequisite: FDN11)  (4 credits Applied Skills) 
 
Is there a gourmet in you?   Explore new foods and flavours!  Discover your creativity in food preparation to manage our fast paced 
lifestyle with healthy food choices. Gourmet food, multicultural foods,  special diets, local and global concerns will also be 
addressed. Students will also be involved in small scale catering practices.  ñFoodsafe"  instruction will be given at minimal cost to the 
student, and Foodsafe certificates will be issued to those students successfully passing the exam.  Skills learned may be applied to food 
services, health care, and hospitality, as well as everyday living. 
 
Studio Art Fibre  and  Fabric 11   (MSAFF11)   (Prerequisite: None)  (4 credits Fine Arts) 

 
Quilting, Cross Stitch, F abric dyingéé. 
This course is for students who would like to experiment with textile fabrics to make unique, creative projects.  Students will start with 
basic fabric, fibres, yarns, ribbons, etc then learn how to manipulate and embellish, using the basic design principles to express 
themselves.  Students will learn techniques such as machine stitching, weaving, hand stitchery, rug hooking, macramé, 
knitting,  embroidery, beading, fabric painting and dying, quilting, soft animal making, etc  to make several interesting projects. Note: 
this is not a clothing construction course.   Skills learned may be applied to careers in retail marketing, merchandising and cottage 
industry ventures as well as everyday living and home décor. 
 
Studio Art Fibre  and Fabric 12  (MSAFF12) (Preferred Prerequisite: SAFF11 or ART11)  (4 credits Fine Arts) 
 
This course continues to develop skills learned in SAFF11.   Advanced techniques will be introduced such as Fabric dying, soft  doll 
making, or other new techniques suggested by students or teacher.  Students will direct their study to a few areas of particular interest 
in textile or fiber arts. Students will design and complete three to four major projects in the semester. If you enjoyed SAFF 11  but 
found you ran out of time to explore , experiment and create your own designs, then this course is for you!   Skills learned may be 
applied to careers in retail marketing, merchandising and cottage industry ventures as well as everyday living. 
 

Textiles 10   (MTXT10)  (Prerequisite: None)  (4 credits Applied Skills)  
 
For Guys and Girls interested in learning how to sew or to improve present skills, t ry this fun  course!   Choose your own fabric, colours 
and little details to make clothes and accessories that reflect your personality and style!   Sew sportswear items such as hoodies, 
pyjamas, polar fleece projects, tops, skirts etc.   How to sew collars, buttons and buttonholes, zippers, hems and other techniques will 
also be taught.  Make fun projects such as tote bags, fun fur animals, shaped pillows, small quilts etc-- Various serger and machine 
specialty techniques will be explored as well as decorative hand stitches. Develop skill in learning how to use a commercial pattern.  An 
introduction to fashion drawing  and terminology and the development of a design portfolio is included in this course. 
 
Textiles 11   (MTXT11)  (Prerequisite: None, but previous textiles course helpful)  (4 credits Applied Skills) 
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DESIGN! CREATE! DEVELOP YOUR STYLE!  Express yourself through textiles! Develop skill and confidence in sewing garments 
together. Make zip hoodies, dresses, pants, skirts, tops, designer handbags etc.  Learn the latest sewing techniques, new shortcut 
factory methods, qui lting and fabric embellishment, practical hand stitches and more. Fashion design and illustration will be taught and 
practiced resulting in a Fashion Illustration portfolio.  Learn to use difficult fabrics such as slippery silks and satins, fur,  polar fleece and 
other nap fabrics, stretch fabrics such as lycra and t-knits, etc.  Stitch these fabrics into garments showing your  own personal style!! 
This course will help provide background for post-secondary Design programs. 
 
 
 
Textiles 12   (MTXT12 )  (Preferred Prerequisite: Textiles 11)  (4 credits Applied Skills) 
 
CREATE, DESIGN, PERSONALIZE! This course is designed for the guy or girl who loves to sew or wants to pursue a career in the 
fashion industry.  More difficult sewing techniques will be taught, make projects such as jackets, coats, evening or grad dresses, skirts, 
shirts etc. Design and fashion illustration development will continue, adding to the portfolio.   Beginner pattern making methods will be 
taught and practiced.  Learn how to manipulate the  basic pattern for skirt and bodice to create any design you wish!  
Develop confidence in your design choices and your sewing. Explore the opportunities for post secondary education in this field.  
 
Textile Arts and Design 10   (YHEC10A)  
 
This is a hands on course. Make a quilt, design a pillow for your room, sew and stuff a bear, macramé a bracelet.  Learn to paint, print 

and dye and embellish fabric.  Learn techniques such as knitting, embroidery, knot tying, beading and fancy needle work, cros s stitch 
and more.  Have fun creating your own fabric by using paint, dye, beads, foils and a pplique.  You will develop hand sewing, machine 
and other creative skills as you design, glue, dew and decorate textile art items ï not a clothing  course. 
 
Fashion Design and Pattern Making 11   (YHEC11A)  
 
Learn how to make your own paper patterns for your clothing design ideas and sketches.  This course is for students with previous 
sewing experience, good sewing skills and an interest in fashion design.  This course follows TXT 12. Learn to apply design principles, 
best sewing construction techniques and good fit to garments. (Requirement ï previously have sewn 4 ï 5 garments as you will need 
enough experience to know how to sew your own designs together ð suggest completion of TXT 12) 
 
Family Studies 12  (MFM12)   (Preferred Prerequisite: None)  (4 credits Applied Skills) 
 
Explore the six areas of family studies from the special perspective of a ñteen.ò  Learn about relationships, love and effective 
communication with parents and others.   Examine human development and behaviour through individual growth, inte rdependent with 
family and society.  Become better at managing personal needs.  Take part in varied classroom activities, lively discussions and 
interesting projects.  
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INFORMATION     
TECHNOLOGY 

 
 
 
Information Technology 10   (MINT10)  (Prerequisite: None)   (4 credits Applied Skills) 
 
Information Technology 10 students develop complex skills like;  

 Graphic design,  

 Web development   

 Multimedia design  

 Computer Programming 

 Computer Hardware installation 

 Students will also investigate coming trends and applications in the field of technology.  

 Emerging web technology; Twitter, App development, blogs, wikiôs, flickr, tumblr.   
 
Information Technology  11   (MICT X11)   (Recommended Prerequisite: Information Technology 10)   (4 credits Applied Skills)   
 
This hands- on course allows students to explore and develop their skills from previous years.  Information Technology is a well -

rounded course for the person who wants to cover a little bit of everything within IT.  It is broken down into three main are as; 

1) Graphic Design 

a. Image creation & editing:  Photoshop CS5 

b. 3D Modeling and animation:  3D Studio Max 2011 

c. Video Composition:   Adobe Premier CS5 

2) Social Media Exploration, Experimenting & Technology Discussions  

a. Discussion topics:  Google, Microsoft, Apple, e-waste, CES 

b. Communication through twitter  

c. Preziôs for animated presentation 

d. Wikiôs, Blogs and websites ethics 

3) Computer Hardware & Networking Management 

a. Build and computer 

b. Setup and maintain a small network within the classroom 

 

Information Technology  12   (MI CTX12)  (Recommended Prerequisite: Information Technology 11)   (4 credits Applied Skills) 
 
Builds upon skills learned in Information Technology 11.  Students taking this course will have the flexibility to choose the area o f study 

they want to focus on.  

 

1) Graphic Design ï Photoshop, 3D modeling/animation, website design, video editing. 

2) Computer Hardware and Network Management.  

 

Students in this course will also have the opportunity to work on school community projects like poster design for events a nd clubs, 
school newspaper publishing and school website design maintenance.  All students are welcome. 
 
Digital Media Development 11/12  (MICTM11/ MICTM12 )  (Recommended Prerequisite: Information Technology 10 for  
Digital Media 11; Digital Media 11 for Digital Media 12)   (4 credits Applied Skills)   
 
Digital Media focuses on the artistic and creative side of Information Technology. Have fun creating professional 2D and 3D designs and 
animations. Also, create websites and videos in this hands-on course.  
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Students will use their artistic and technical skills to create professional publications and images in this hands-on course. Applications 
such as Adobe Photoshop, Macromedia Flash and Dreamweaver, and MS Publisher will be utilized to create unique graphic designs, 
computer animations and effective digital and print documents.   Students will also explore art theory as it relates to multimedia, and 
will develop a web-based digital portfolio to showcase their work.  
 
At the Grade 12 Level this course is a continuation and expansion of DMD 11, for students who wish to further develop their digital 
design and graphic presentation skills. There is also greater focus on digital art theory as well as an introduction to basic  programming 
using Macromedia Flash and ActionScript. This project based course will also act as a "Princess Margaret Publishing House" and assist in 
the production and publication of school documents, such as programs for school plays, business cards, newsletters and other requests 
from the Princess Margaret community.  As with DMD 11, a web-based portfolio will be developed to both showcase and assess student 
progress. 
 
 
Computer Programming 11   (MIC TP11 )  (Recommended Prerequisite: Information Technology 10)  (4 credits Applied Skills)  
 
Everything from your phone to your gaming console requires software to run it and computer programming 11 is the perfect course to 

give you a well-rounded introduction to what computer programs are and how they work.  Within the course students will also code 

their own website from scratch and then show cases their work through a web portfolio.  All students are encouraged to take this  

course.   Student will cover the following units within the course;  

1. Binary 

2. HTML & HTML 5  

3. CSS  

4. JavaScript 

5. App development for the iPhone and Android platform 

6. Visual Basic 2010  

7. Game Maker 8 

 
Computer Programming 12   (MICTP12)  (Recommended Prerequisite: Information Technology 11)  (4 credits Applied Skills)  
 
This course prepares students for first year university Computer Science courses.  This course introduces the students to programming 

in an object-oriented language.  Computer Programming 12 focuses on three main areas; 

1. Java. 

2. C++.   

3. App development for the iPhone and Android platform. 

 

Applied Digital Communications (Microsoft Of fice )  11/12   (MICTC11/ MICTC12 )  (Recommended Prerequisite: Information 
Technology 10)   (4 credits Applied Skills) 
 
For students looking to brush up on their Microsoft Word, PowerPoint, and Excel skills before university, this course is perfect for you.  

This light course offers students the ability to learn new techniques into creating professional looking documents for your fu ture 

employers and university professors.  Students will also explore the world of communication via the internet.  Various interne t tools will 

be used to explore the current world of online collaborat ion and digital communication.  All students of all skills levels are welcome to 

take this course.  

 
E-Newspaper/ Electronic Publishing 10  - 12   (YCCT10B , YCCT11B , YCCT12B)  
 
Come join our team of writers to learn and participate hands -on in the world of e -publishing.  In this course, students will be 
responsible to write electronic articles for Princess Margaretôs NEW mobile electronic newspaper.  Students will attend class twice a 
week to write articles about currents events happening around t he school for the e-newspaper.  Teams of students will form 
departments (News, Sports, Entertainment, School Life, Academics, Community, etc.) and those departments will be responsible for 
submitting ½ page articles to t he editor in a timely fashion.  Articles will be published every Friday to the web.  We are looking for 
strong students who can work independently and collaboratively within a larger team.  This is a great leadership opportunity and wi ll 
look great when applying for universities entrance.  PMôs new mobile site will be accessible world-wide via the internet.  We are looking 
for 20 Writers, 2 Photographers (DSLR experience preferred), 2 Graphic Artists (Photoshop experience preferred), and 2 Programmers 
(knowledge in HTML, CSS preferred).  Please see Mr. Mann for further details.  
 
* This course will run on Tuesday & Thursday mornings from 7:30 ï 8:15 all year. *  
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LIBRARY    
 
 

 
Library & Information Studies 12  (YCAIS12A )   

This course will appeal to students interested in library and information management related careers. Students will learn research skills 
in both print and electronic sources, library organization and services, all aimed at assisting library patrons. Students must be self-
directed, quick on their feet, have strong people skills and be willing to engage in all aspects of library management. Techn ology is 
integral to library management: knowledge of PowerPoint, website design, wikis, etc. is an asset. Book displays, promot ional 
pamphlets, posters, magazine processing, circulation, and shelving are some duties of library science students. Princess Margaret 

Library is a lively venue; students must possess a mature attitude, be able to work independently, and have an excellent  attendance 
record. 

 

 
 

 
 

MATHEMATICS    
 

 
 

 

Pre -Calculus Mathematics   
 
This pathway is designed to provide students with the mathematical understandings and critical thinking skills identified for  entry into 
post-secondary programs that require the study o f theoretical calculus. Topics include algebra and number, measurement, relations and 
functions, trigonometry,  permutations, combinations and binomial theorem.  
 
Foundations of Mathematics   
 
This pathway is designed to provide students with the mathematical  understandings and critical-thinking skills identified for post -
secondary studies in programs that do not require the study of theoretical calculus. Topics include financial mathematics, ge ometry, 
measurement, number, logical reasoning, relations and functions, statistics and probability.  
 
Apprenticeship and Workplace Mathematics   
 

This pathway is designed to provide students with the mathematical understandings and critical -thinking skills identified for entry into 
the majority of trades and for direct en try into the work force. Topics include algebra, geometry, measurement, number, statistics, and 
probability.  
 

 
Mathematics 9   (MA9)  (Prerequisite: Mathematics 8) 
 
Mathematics 9 provides a theoretical foundation to prepare students for advanced studies in mathematics.   
 
Foundations of Mathematics & Pre -Calculus 10   (MFMP10)  (Prerequisite: Mathematics 9) 
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Foundations of Mathematics & Pre-Calculus 10 provides a more theoretical focus than the other pathways, to prepare students for 
advanced studies in mathematics. Students intending to study mathematics, science, and/or engineering at the post -secondary level 
should take this course as it is the prerequisite for both Foundations of Math 11 and Pre -Calculus Math 11. 
 
Students are required to write the Provinc ial Examination (worth 20% of the final grade).  
 
Apprenticeship and Workplace Mathematics 10   (MAWM 10)  (Prerequisite: Mathematics 9) 
 
Apprenticeship and Workplace Mathematics 10 provides students with skills necessary to be informed citizens, prepares them to 
become confident in using mathematics in the workplace and prepares them for a number of vocational and trade programs.  
 
Students are required to write the Provincial Examination (worth 20% of the final grade).  
 
Foundations of Mathematics 11   (MFOM11)   (Prerequisite: Foundations of Mathematics & Pre-Calculus 10) 
 
This pathway is designed to provide students with the mathematical understandings and critical -thinking skills identified for post -
secondary studies in programs that do not require the study o f theoretical calculus, such as  Economics, Geography, Psychology, 
Criminology, Arts or Humanities. Topics include measurement (rates & scales), geometric reasoning (angles and triangles), nonright 
triangle trigonometry, logical reasoning, spatial puzzles, statistics (normal distribution, interpretation of statistical data), 2 -variable 
linear inequalities, quadratic functions, and history of mathematics. Most students will choose this pathway.  

 
Pre -calculus 11   (MPREC11)  (Prerequisite: Foundations of Mathematics & Pre-Calculus 10) 
 
This pathway is designed to provide students with the mathematical understandings and critical -thinking skills identified for entry into 
post-secondary programs that require the study of theoretical calculus, such as Sciences or Engineering. Topics include expressions and 
equations (absolute value, radical, rational), trigonometry (angles in standard position, non -right triangles), absolute value functions, 
reciprocal functions, quadratic functions and equations, systems of equations and inequalities (including quadratic), and arithmetic and 
geometric sequences. 
 
Apprenticeship and Workplace Mathematics 11   (MAWM11)  (Prerequisite: Apprenticeship and Workplace Mathematics 10) 
 
This pathway is specifically designed to provide students with the mathematical understandings and critical -thinking skills identified for 
entry into the majority of trades at post secondary and for direct entry into the work force. Topics include surface area, vo lume & 
capacity measurement, trigonometry, 3D objects, numerical puzzles, finance, algebra (formulas, slope and unit analysis), and graphs of 
data. 
 
Pre-Calculus 12   (MPREC12)  (Prerequisite: Pre-Calculus 11) 
This course is required for some post-secondary programs.  The course includes trigonometry, functions, transformations, exponential; 
and logarithmic functions, polynomials, radicals, rationals, and combinatorics. 

 
Foundations of Mathematics 12  (MFOM12 )  (Prerequisite: Foundations of Mathematics 11) 
This course is required for some post-secondary programs.  The course includes financial math, logic, probability, combinatorics, and 
graphing functions.  

 
Calculus 12   (MCALC12)  (Prerequisite: Pre-Calculus 12) 
 
This course is highly recommended for students planning to take a calculus course at the post-secondary level.  The course content 
includes the study of limits, derivatives and their applications, and integrals and their applications.  
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MODERN LANGUAGES     
 

 
 

 
French  

 
French 9   (MFR9)  (Prerequisite: French 8) 
 
Students will further develop their oral and written abilities with gradual emphasis on reading and writing. Students will st udy specific 
themes related to their interests ï travel, sports, music, and fashion. Students will explore various aspects of Francophone cultures 
around the world; explore popular world of teen music; explore various aspects of the popular culture of the ó60s, ó70s and ó80s; 

examine the importance of physical fitness and its role in leading a healthy and active life . 
 
French 10   (MFR10)  (Prerequisite: French 9) 
 
Students will further develop their communication skills in order to cope in a  Francophone environment; explore a wide range of 
interesting and exciting careers, examine TV news programs, and urban legends. 

 
French 11   (MFR11)  (Prerequisite: French10) 
 
Students will continue using French to exchange opinions, describe or narrate with some supporting details, interact in French with 
growing confidence using a range of useful vocabulary and expressions, and link statements in past, present, and future time in speech 
and writing. Students will study the high -interest themes of ethnic foods and cuisine, childhood, stress and personal problem solving, 
advertising and travel.   
 
Successful completion of French 11 provides the minimum language entrance requirement needed for most university programs.  
 
French 12   (MFR12)  (Prerequisite: French 11 minimum 66% is recommended) 
 
Students will use French to express long- and short-term plans; exchange ideas; describe, narrate, and analyse events, situations using 
a wide range of vocabulary, complexity of expression, and idiom in past, present, and future ; interact spontaneously in a variety of 
meaningful, real-life situations. Students will study specific themes related to self-expression and the arts, travel and the Francophone 
world, health and fitness, becoming an adult and the future.  
 
PLEASE NOTE:    French 12 courses will be offered every other year.  

Students need to be aware of this when planning their courses in grade s 10 and 11. 
 
French 12 will be offered in:  2013/2014 
    2015/2016 
    2017/2018  

 
 

Punjabi  
 
Punjabi 11 ï Introdu ctory   (MIPUN)  (Prerequisite: None) 
 
This is an intensive introductory course for students who have no background in the Punjabi language. The goal of thi s course is to 
develop communication skills (speaking, understanding, reading and writing) in Punjabi. The course also aims to give the stud ents 
some insights into Punjabi culture and history. Successful completion of this course qualifies a student to ent er Punjabi 11. It does not 
qualify as a language requirement for entrance at most universities.  
 
Punjabi 11   (MPUN11)  (Prerequisite: Introductory Punjabi 11 or Screening Exam) 
 




























