Socials 11

How to Attack Essay Questions

Mr Demwell

NOTE: THIS IS NOT A CREATIVE WRITING PROJECT

1.
Deconstruct the question
- Break it into parts


What do they want you to do? Evaluate, compare etc?

- What do they want you to talk about?


List these parts of the question

- Create your brainstorm chart 5wh, GEMPS, other

-  Write down “good ideas” 

Quotations, anecdotes, facts, dates mnemonics [e.g. ‘MAIN,’ for WWI,  ‘Re-use, Reduce, Recycle,’ ‘Think global, act local.’

- Brainstorm!

2.
Writing the essay
“Say what you’re going to say; say it, say it again”

2.1  Write Introduction: CHECK FOR THESIS STATEMENT.


Make sure that your thesis statement is general in nature, so that it leaves you 

issues to discuss in your body paragraphs

- Plan your essay paragraphs. 

- Choose the order in which your paragraphs are going to go.

Is there a logical sequence? Will you write in chronological order [the time sequence in which things happened – e.g. birth-to-death?] Will it be in order of importance [most important first, or last?] 

- USE ONLY MATERIAL WHICH YOU HAVE PREVIOUSLY INTRODUCED IN     

  YOUR THESIS STATEMENT. If necessary, change the thesis statement.

2.2  Write body paragraphs. Try to start with a paragraph topic sentence to organize the 

   paragraph.


- Try to include three supporting elements for your paragraph topic sentence 

- Any combination of quotations, facts, anecdotal information

- Try to include a connecting sentence leading into the next paragraph

2.3  Write ‘concluding paragraph.’

NEVER WRITE:I HAVE WRITTEN/PROVED/DEMONSTRATED/SHOWN”

- Re-state your thesis statement in a summarizing way. Place the whole discussion in a wider context. Try to make the essay relevant to the reader’s current life


- Perhaps show how the events there/then have had consequences now


- And/or show how that development is continuing now


- Perhaps show how the lessons learned then apply now


- And/or show how the lessons we should have learned have not been learned!

FINALLY: REVIEW REVIEW REVIEW REVIEW REVIEW REVIEW REVIEW

Essay Themes Brainstormed, in no particular order, designed to be added to.

Prejudice:
Race:
Chinese Head Tax Komogata Maru [Continuous Passage Rule, Sikhs] St Louis [anti-Semitism - concentration camps] aboriginals [not allowed as combatants (blacks and women too,) residential schools – assimilation] Japanese [internment, segregation]

Gender:  Women not ‘people,’ “peoples case,” Famous Five Housewives not workers [WWI, WWII] Suffrage (Federal – 1920’s) Pay inequity [then and now]

Canadians/Canadiens

Official languages act – conscription [WWI (conscription crisis,) WWII] (Afghanistan? - “Two Solitudes” Quiet Revolution – “Three Wise Men,” FLQ Crisis, Bill 101 - Trudeau and Bilingualism – Referenda – Bloc Quebecois

Nationalism

GB Colony – Vimy Ridge – “Canadian Army” [not recruits for British] ( WWI (Vimy Ridge,) Passchendaele, seat and signature at Versailles, seat at League of Nations, Chanak Crisis [1922] Imperial Conference [1926,] Balfour Report [‘dominions are autonomous communities w/in C/wealth’] Halibut Treaty, King-Byng Crisis

Statute of Westminster [1931] - WWII, Middle Power– patriation of Constitution (Trudeau 1972,) Gulf War I, Gulf War II, Afghanistan

Ecological Issues

Pollution  - sources: Municipal, Agricultural, Industrial Types: Air, Water, Land

Air :
CO2, Methane, particulate (smog,) Chinese Brown Cloud

Water: Too much/little – poisoning of: Rivers – lakes – aquifers – Groundwater – oceans 

Land:
pesticides – herbicides – metals – deforestation [slash&burn, clear cutting.] salination, erosion

Animal life: Habitat destruction (clear cuts, urbanization, fish depletion, species extinctions, endangered species as biological indicators.

Remedies? 

Notable: Agenda 21, Montreal Accord, Kyoto Accord

WWI  

[Note: WWI + Treaty of Versailles + WWII = ’30 Years war?’]
Cause (No Single!) ‘M.A.I.N.’

Militarism: Definition, GB vs Germany in: technological development, arms race, population growth, balance of power

Alliances: Triple Alliance/Central Powers: Germany, Austria-Hungary, Italy. Triple Entente/Central Powers: GB, France, Russia – ‘domino effect.’

Imperialism: Definition (Colonialism/mercantilism,) GB vs Germany conflict over colonial empires in Africa, SE Asia. Russia vs Austria-Hungary over Balkans. 

Nationalism: Definition (desire of ethnic groups for self-rule – Serbs)

Other causes: Triggers: assassination of Hapsburg heir, Arch-Duke Franz Ferdinand (and wife,) subsequent invasion of Serbia by Austria-Hungary. Additional: Population growth and industrialization of Germany outstripping GB

Warfare: Schlieffen Plan, trenches (Switzerland(Atlantic,) static (battles of attrition -predicted by Ernst Bloch) machine guns, barbed wire, artillery, poison gas, tanks, aircraft, blimps, convoys, U-boats, Halifax Explosion

WWI - Continued 

Battles: Battles of attrition: Ypres, Verdun, Somme, Vimy Ridge (nationalism: Canadians fighting as Canadian Army, not recruits for GB’s army.)

Legislation:  War Measures Act (restrictions on enemy aliens, censorship, rule by cabinet decree,) Military Service Bill (conscription,) Income Tax, Wartime Elections Act (votes to mothers, sisters, wives of soldiers,)

Social effects: increasing independence of women (factory workers (financial independence,) suffrage (1920’s ( federal vote ( political independence) basis for women=persons (“Persons Case,”) demand of returning soldiers for social programs, economic boom during & post-war.

Notable: Halifax Explosion, Great Influenza Epidemic

WWII 
[Note: WWI + Treaty of Versailles + WWII = ’30 Years war?’]

European Theatre

Dramatis Personae: Hitler, Mussolini, Stalin, Chamberlain, Churchill, Roosevelt, Eisenhower, Rommel, Goering Goebels, Himmler

Ideologies:  Nazism (definition,)  [Aryanism, racial purity, anti-Semitism (St Louis, ‘Final Solution,” concentration camps, Holocaust)] Fascism (definition) Totalitarianism (definition) 

Causes: (No single!) Treaty of Versailles [stripping armed forces, colonies, reparation]

Humiliation of Germany, Appeasement [Czechoslovakia, Chamberlain’s Policy] 

Hitler’s strategy [overall plan] and tactics [local/temporary operational plans]

Military strategy:  rebuilds armed forces; Schlieffen Plan II [through Holland and Belgium into France ( Dunkirk,] attacks Denmark, Norway [gains northern access to Atlantic,],

Military tactics:  Blitzkrieg [‘lightning war’ - sudden armored attack] Luftwaffe, carpet bombing [Spanish Civil War, Condor Legion, Guernica] RAF, USA/day & GB night bombing of Germany [Dresden]

Battles: Dunkirk, Battle of Britain,’Blitz,’ Battle of Atlantic [convoys, U-boat ‘wolf packs,’] Operation Sealion, Barbarosa, Stalingrad, Leningrad, Moscow, North Africa [El Alamein] Second Front [‘soft underbelly’=Italy,] Operation Overlord, D-Day [Omaha, Utah, Gold, Juno, Sword,] 

Political: Legitimate rise to power, Persuades/fools German classes, ‘Lebensraum,’ Anschluss [illegal, with Austria,] re-militarizes Rhineland, appeasement, policy of non-aggression with USSR [divides Finland]

Legislation: War Supply Board, 

Japanese Theatre

Dramatis Personae:  Roosevelt, Truman, McArthur

Ideology: Japanese militarism [bushido,] Imperialism (def,) [invasions of Indochina]

Causes: (no single!) Inability of Japanese civilians to control Japanese military, Roosevelt freezes Japanese assets in USA, prohibits sale of vital military materials to Japan [oil, scrap metal.] Preventative attack on Pearl Harbor [7-Dec-1941 “Day of Infamy,” NB Clark Field.] {note similarity to modern USA doctrine – e.g. Panama, Afghanistan, Iraq.}

Battles: Pearl Harbor, Clark Field, Hong Kong, USA Marine landings at many Pacific islands [island hopping;] Iwo Jima, Okinawa, aircraft carrier war: Battles of Midway, Leyte Gulf, Coral Sea

Notable: Decoding of Enigma [German code/machine, by GB – beginning of modern computers] Manhattan Project [development of nuclear bomb,] Hiroshima [‘Little Boy’ 6th Aug 1945,] Nagasaki [‘Fat Man,’ 9th Aug 1945,] fire bombing of Tokyo, Japanese treatment of prisoners, German technology [V1, V2, jet aircraft] Japanese Kamikaze fighters

Status of Women 

Pre-1914:  “Home-makers;” cooking, cleaning, care of children, family, home; characterized as nurturing, caring, un-practical [not capable of practical work], weak, defenseless. To be led and cared for by fathers, brothers, husbands, lacked the vote, legally not persons under the law. Not involved in the economy [no jobs except as maids, cleaners, cooks.]

WWI: Since male workers ( military, women ( factories [shells, others too.] [expected to vacate jobs post-war for returning men,] Female salaries low.

Volunteers: Red Cross [nurses – some over-seas.]

“Genie is out of the bottle,” women’s expectations became higher for vocations [jobs,] social and political equality [suffragists ( 1919 Federal female suffrage.]

Between Wars.

1919: Female suffrage, Feds  [all provinces by 1940.]

1921: 1st female MP – Agnes Macphail

1916; Famous Five/Persons Case: Emily Murphy appointed as judge, male lawyers questioned her right to preside since females not persons under Canadian law [BNA Act.]  1927: Supreme Court agreed with lawyers. Legal loophole found: Five people could petition Privy Council in England. 

1929: Council found in favour of Emily Murphy, Henrietta Muir Edwards, Irene Parlbly, Nellie McClung, Louise McKinney.

1930: Cairine Wilson, appointed as 1st female senator

WWII: ‘Rosie the riveter;’ male workers ( military, women ( factories (again.) More extensive wear work: shells, artillery guns, Churchill tanks, Lancaster bombers; all industrial work opened to women; non-combatant branches of military developed [ferrying aircraft to GB, drivers, nurses, secretaries] Economically now “breadwinners.”

Post WWII: 

1960’s - birth control pill [control of pregnancy ( control of economic & social roles] Development of feminism.

1967 Royal Commission on Status of Women [right to work outside home; both parents and society responsible for children; entitlement to maternity leave; Fed govt to help overcome discrimination in society]

1971: National Action Committee on Status of Women

1976: Maternity leave

1977: Equal pay

1978: Human Rights Commission [no discrimination as to gender, race]

1978 Child Tax Credit

1982 Equality of women guaranteed in Charter of Rights and Freedoms.

Notable concerns: Present day: women have two jobs [home and outside work,] paid at 70% of male rate for the same job; “glass ceiling” [cannot get top jobs.]

Cold War

Division of Germany; Iron Curtain ,1945: Igor Gouzenko, Berlin Blockade/airlift , NATO [1949] & Warsaw Pact [1955,] Arms Race, M.A.D. doctrine, Korean War [1950-53] Suez Crisis [1956] Pearson Peace Prize, NORAD [1957] Cuban Missile Crisis [1962,] Assassination of John Kennedy [23-Nov-1963] Vietnam War [1954 – 1975] end of USSR [Glasnost, perestroika,1992]

Chinese Civil War: Mao-TseTung & Chiang Kai Shek. The Long March. 1948: Communist Victory – Chiang Kai Shek retreats to Taipei, sets up separate Chinese capitalist State.

Between the Wars [‘Interwar years’]

Discontented ex-soldiers: re-patriation was slow; did not wish to return to pre-war social/economic status; social and pension programs considered insufficient for ‘pain and suffering’ of war.

1920’s: Status of women changed [see above.] Booming economy ( growth of leisure activities; Group of Seven artists + Emily Carr” ( Canadian”style. The cars, planes, radios and the movies ( Americanization. 

Prohibition:  Women in USA and Canada lobbied for and achieved banning of alcohol ( organized crime [gangsterism ( mafia] ( Canadians supply to US rum-runners, Stock Market Crash (Black Tuesday; Buying on Margin)( Great Depression

Nationalism develops [c.f. above.]

Development of Trades Unions [for improved housing, job training, pay, unemployment insurance, workers compensation, pensions] 1919: Winnipeg  General Strike ( Bloody Sunday

1926 King-Byng Crisis

Economy: Boom until 1929 ( Stock Market Crash [Oct 29 - speculation, buying on margin.] ( Great Depression [cf below]

1929: The Great Depression

Causes: (no single!) Originated in N. America [Canada, USA.] Industrial overproduction; agricultural overproduction; Canadian emphasis on Primary Industries, dependence on USA as primary economic partner. USA Protectionism ( world protectionism ( general decline in world trade ( failure to repay debt to USA

Agricultural disasters: ‘dust bowl’ insects, disease, hail etc.

1936: Spanish Civil War: Condor Legion, Guernica, MacKenzie-Papineau Legion, Norman Bethune and blood transfusion

Notable: Dev/ment of the modern social safety net; Development of Great Wishful Ideologies [Totalitarianism, Fascism, Social Credit, Capitalism] 
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