Life in the Middle Ages
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Introduction

In the Middle Ages, differences of title, rank and status between people mattered far more than today. Most men and women had little chance of moving out of the social group into which they had been born. In this webquest, you will explore the roles of different people during the Middle Ages and how their lives influenced our modern society.
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The Task

Suppose you have the chance to go into a time machine. You go back to the Middle Ages. You are Oliver, a sixteen-year-old knight travelling from one village to another. In your trip, you meet different people and you have the chance of asking them questions about their lives. 

As a group, the task question you have to answer is: 

In which ways has life in the Middle Ages contributed to our modern society?
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Process
In this webquest you will be working in groups of five. In that group, you will be assigned a specific role. One of the team members will represent Oliver, the knight who is coming from the future. The other four members will represent the people he meets in his trip: a peasant, a lord, a priest, and a knight (knight #2). You will also have to work to complete tasks as a team.
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The quest is divided into three parts. In each part, there are questions for each role, and there is a question for Oliver. Each group member has to answer his/her questions, and help Oliver to answer his. Each group member has to complete an outline about his/her role in the Middle Ages.
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Now, here is what you have to do: 

Part 1
Member 1: Peasant
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You are the first person Oliver meets in his trip. He tells you he comes from the future, and he would like to ask you a few questions. Using the resources cited below, try to answer these questions related to your role:

Questions for the peasant:

1) What kind of work do you do? Who do you work for? How much do you have to pay for the use of the land?

2) Where do you live? Describe how your home is.

3) What kind of food do you eat? Do you have a balanced diet?

4) Which methods of farming do you use? Do you think they are productive? Explain your answer.

5) In your opinion, what are your contributions for the future generations?

Question for Oliver:

1) How would you compare the life of a peasant in the Middle Ages with the life of the farmers in our modern society?

Member 2: Knight # 2
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You are the second person Oliver encounters in his trip. He tells you that he comes from the future and he wants to ask you a few questions. Although he dresses as a knight, he does not know about a knight’s life. Using the resources cited below, try to help him to learn more about knights in the Middle Ages answering the following questions:

Questions for knight #2:

1) Who do you work for? What are your duties? 

2) How is a Knight trained for his job? When does his training start?

3) Describe one day in your life. What is your favorite pastime?

4) Where do you live? Describe your house.

5) What do you think your legacy for future generations are? 

Question for Oliver:

2) With which profession/s in our modern society would you compare the knight’s job? Which similarities and differences do you find between the knight’s job and those current professions?

Member 3: Lord
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You are the third person Oliver meets in his trip. While talking to him, you find out that he comes from the future and he wants to ask you some questions. Use the resources below to help Oliver to learn about lords in the Middle Ages.

Questions for the Lord:

1) Where do you live? Describe your house.

2) How did you get your land? Did you have to pay for the land?

3) Who are working for you? Who do you work for?

4) What do you eat? Do you have parties at your house? 

5) What contributions are you making for future generations?

Question for Oliver:

3) How would you compare the role of the Lord with our modern society? In other words, in today’s world, what kind of people play a similar role in our society? 

Member 4: Priest

[image: image9.png]



You are the last person Oliver encounters in his trip. You are on your way to the village to help people in need. Help Oliver to understand your role in the Middle Ages answering the following questions:

Questions for the Priest:

1) What are your main duties? Describe one day of your life.

2) In the Middle Ages, religion is very important. Explain how religion influences everyday life.

3) Where do you live?  Describe the place.

4) Did you go to school? What kind of education did you receive to become a priest?

5) Do you think future generations will remember you? Why?

Question for Oliver:

4) Do you think that religion in today’s society plays an important role as it did in the Middle Ages? Why?

Part 2

You have reviewed the different roles of people in the Middle Ages. Now, the group members come together with the knowledge gained by searching from one perspective. You must all now answer the quest question as a group: In which ways has life in the Middle Ages contributed to our modern society? Each member of the group will bring a certain viewpoint to the answer. Some of you will agree and others will not. Your webquest team should write out an answer that everyone on the team can live with.

Part 3

Now it is time to put your learning into a presentation. Here is the process: 

· You will create and perform a role-play showing the different elements of daily life in the Middle Ages.

· Each role-play should last at least 10 minutes, and no more than 20 minutes.

· Each group member should be an active participant.
· In your presentation, you must answer the task question and support it with evidence. You can include the answer to the question in the role-play, or you can answer it as a conclusion.
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Resources

· For different aspects of the Middle Ages: www.themiddleages.com/ and www.learner.org/exhibits/middleages/
A description of the harsh life in the Middle Ages: http://eawc.evansville.edu/mepage.htm
A description of the different roles in the Middle Ages: http://themiddleages.tripod.com/
The people of the Middle Ages: http://www.byu.edu/ipt/projects/middleages/LifeTimes/People.html
A general introduction to the Middle Ages: http://history.boisestate.edu/westciv/medsoc/index.html
Internet Medieval Sourcebook: www.fordham.edu/halsall/sbook.html
About monks and nuns in the Middle Ages: 

http://historymedren.about.com/gi/dynamic/offsite.htm?site=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.timelines.historians.co.uk%2Flifeofmonk.html
· Books on the reserve shelf of the library
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Evaluation

You will be evaluated both individually and on your role-play. Your individual work will be evaluated on the following:

· Did you get facts pertaining to the life of your medieval role?

· Did you complete an outline about the role of the person you researched?

Your role-play will be evaluated on the following: 

· Did you describe the different aspects/roles of the life in the Middle Ages?

· Did everyone in your group participate in the role-play?

· Did you speak clearly and loudly in front of the class?

· Did your presentation answer the task question?

· Did your presentation respect the time limit?


Conclusion

After doing your research, you learned a lot about life in the Middle Ages and how the Middle Ages contributed to our modern society. 

I hope you enjoyed yourselves!


