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Extended Absences

Dear Parents/Guardians,

We have been informed that you are planning an extended trip.  For the benefit of you and your child, we would like to provide you with some important information regarding extended school absences for students.
1) Students and parents should expect that missing extended periods of time from school will have an impact on progress and achievement at school.

2) Class time cannot be replicated and some activities and assignments may be impossible to complete if students miss instructional time.
3) Students who are absent from final exams are particularly at risk.

4) Absence from classroom-based discussion and active participation within lessons will have an impact on achievement.

The school does recognize the value of travel and family holidays and supports the benefits and educational opportunities that travel affords.  We offer the following suggestions to minimize the effect of the extended absence and to help your child continue to learn during the trip.
· Ensure that all work is up to date and handed in before the child leaves

· Find out what material will be covered during his/her absence and, if possible, review the material during the absence
· Bring several novels or other books and/or resources for your child to read while away.  The teacher may be able to recommend several titles
· Have your child keep a notebook or journal of the trip
· Have your child prepare a visual presentation with supporting research of the community they visit
· Have your child regularly log into school’s and/or teachers’ conferences or web sites
· Purchase grade-appropriate Math and Language workbooks/puzzles/exercises for your child
· If your child will be speaking little English during his/her absence, have your child continue to speak English every day and/or read English newspapers and/or listen to the World News broadcasts
It is important that you read and understand the following with regard to your child’s extended absence from school:

· This absence may have a significant effect on your child’s academic progress, and may lead to him/her not successfully completing some courses,
· Upon return, it is the student’s responsibility to find out what has been missed,
· Dependent upon the subject matter and course work, it may not be possible for a student to make up all missed activities.
Please fill out the attached form and return it to the school office at least two weeks prior to the absence.  We are hopeful that all reasonable efforts will be made to avoid planning extended holidays during instructional time.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the school at 604-581-5500.

Thank you.

KH/tat
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