	English 

Department

News!

	Department News:

Some great things are going on in our department:
· Ms. Bathgate’s English 8 and Mr. Nakada’s Writing 12 classes attended the Writer’s Festival at Granville Island. They have also started up a social issues advice letter exchange with the grade 12’s acting as mentors.

· Ms. Pope’s English 8 class is completing Two Minute Mysteries for Halloween.
· Two of Ms. Sebela’s grade 8 classes are working on a letter writing short story project with some very creative results such as a bully and her victim becoming friends and prehistoric man writing about hunting tips.

· Ms. O’Malley’s grade 10 classes are creating visual representations of Edgar Allen Poe’s “The Raven” which will be completed on Halloween. 

· Ms. Singer’s English 12 classes are completing projects which offer complex analysis of George Orwell’s 1984. 

· Ms. Bathgate’s English Connections class is doing a theme on war and are distributing poppies to the school for Remembrance Day.


	General News:
The English Department has undergone some changes since last June.  We have some new faces this year and some familiar and beloved faces too. This year our department consists of the following teachers: Ms. Bathgate, Mr. Duncan, Ms. Oke, Ms. Kim, Ms. Sebela, Ms. Pope, Ms. Philpot, Ms. Deo, Mr. Kuoch, Ms. Singer, and Ms. O’Malley. This diverse and talented group of teachers are working to make English fun while exploring literature that helps to promote literacy and social responsibility. While staples such as Shakespearean plays

and Golding’s Lord of the Flies are still being studied, new novels such as Eden Robinson’s Monkey Beach have joined the wonderful literature we experience here at JH. 


	
	And Kudos to: 
· Rita Macaranas who won the CBC Rookie Writer’s contest in the grade 8 category for her story, “Pride.” Congratulations Rita!!! 
· Chelsea Pacunana who won the World Library Day contest.
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