Johnston Heights Secondary School PAC 




4 March 2009


General Meeting - 4 March 2009, 7:05 PM

1. Welcome / Introductions, 15 people present as per attendance sheet.  

a. Jashin Khan, PAC President, chaired this meeting.  

Jashin welcomed parents and JH Principal and reminded all present to sign the attendance sheet.  All attendees introduced themselves.

b. Adoption of Agenda:


Items Tabled to next PAC Meeting (April 1, 2009)

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

a) PAC: Details of demographics of Student population at JHSS 

h) PAC: Letter to City of Surrey: Arterial road designation of 99 Ave 

NEW BUSINESS: 


 b) 2010 Vision Conference

c)  Dept. Collaboration – Timetable change (early dismissal Tuesdays)

Dianne Swanlund moved to adopt the agenda as presented.  Sherry McPherson seconded.  All in favor.  BE IT RESOLVED THAT the agenda for 4 March 2009 be adopted as amended.  CARRIED.

c. Adoption of previous Minutes:  Sherry motioned to adopt Minutes of Meeting held on February 4, 2009 as presented.  Suanne Meaden seconded.  BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Minutes for February 4, 2009 be adopted as presented. CARRIED. 

2. REPORTS

A. Treasurer’s report:  

Linda submitted a written financial statement for the month of February 2009.  

Ending balances on Feb 28, 2009:  General a/c funds: $13,839.45 and Gaming a/c funds $19,690.  Allocated funds from Gaming Account: $14,663.  Unallocated funds from Gaming account: $5026.75.  Linda motioned that we close matured term deposit and transfer total amount ($10,966.33) to General a/c to pay $2899.41(spent for funding requests from various school departments earlier this year) and to hold balance for future use. 

Suanne seconded.  All in favor.  Carried.  

B. Committee Reports:  

a) Dry Grad Committee:  Dry Grad Chairperson: Sherry McPherson, submitted report and the revised Dry Grad 2009 Budget.  (see attached report)

Dianne moved to adopt revised Dry Grad 2009 Budget as presented.  Seconded by Charmaine.  All in favor.

b) Student Council Report: No report given/submitted.

c) DPAC Report: Two DPAC representatives in attendance – Mark Adams and Hue (Way) Truong.  Way submitted report via email that highlighted upcoming events/meetings.  (see attached report)

d) Dance Committee: Ken Hignell informed PAC that the student council may schedule another event in place of a school dance.  

e) Fund Raising Committee: Dianne suggested that PAC should decide whether or not we need to pursue putting a committee together since many parents are already helping out with other committees.  She recommended we check the Gaming Commission requirements regarding committees already in place and/or how many fundraising events per school year are permitted.  Item to be added to next month’s agenda.

f) School Planning Council:  Shazia Salim was not present.  Ken reported that the SPC plan to meet in April to start 2009/2010 School Plan.

g) Healthy School Committee: Suanne Meaden missed last committee meeting.  Ken reported that the Healthy School team is a result of JHSS’s involvement in the healthy school network.  It will introduce daily physical education sessions and measure the level of fitness in Grade 9 students.  A Health & Wellness week is planned for April 2009.  Different clubs will be involved and the school newsletter will highlight the week’s events.  A walk/bike to school week is also proposed and will help to promote health/wellness awareness.  A parent at this meeting suggested having a gate installed on school premises where students can lock up their bikes.  Ken will look into this and advise.  Ken advised that a student representative team is interested in re-opening the JHSS School Store.  Ken will ensure healthy snacks are sold in place of candies, along with school supplies, books, etc.

C. Principal’s Report:  Ken Hignell reported on activities at Johnston Heights 

· The Healthy School Committee has a positive influence on the community.

· As reported in the February 2009 newsletter, 50% of JH students made it to the Honor roll

· Course selection assemblies will help build next year’s timetable

· The MADD presentation for Grades 10 & 11 proved to be truly enlightening

· Anti Bullying Day - February 25 – skits were performed.  Press interview – story in Surrey Leader newspaper

· School dance drew 300-350 students and all had a lovely evening

· A group of teachers from China are to work/study at JHSS for 3 ½ weeks.

· Michidi School from Japan is to send 125 students to JH in Oct ’09.

· Community forum for North Zone gathered ideas and generated themes for future visioning of Surrey School District

· JH staff met with associate schools to review course selection and articulation process for next year

· Lunch with the Principal - most students enamored by this new initiative.  JHSS staff submit a list of student nominees and Ms. Bathgate helps select and prepare them for the luncheon.  Students are to complete a questionnaire which results in great lunch time conversation.   

· The fire at Kingston Gardens opened up opportunities for JHSS students to promote their values and beliefs.  School facilities were open for use during the day of the fire.  Counseling was offered to the 10 students affected by the fire.  JHSS raised $2000/- which will be sent to OPTIONS, Surrey.

· Mr Lavoie is the recipient of the Premiers Award for teaching excellence.  Twenty teachers were recognized across the province.  

·  JHSS is the only Surrey school to participate in the ‘Reach for the Top’ competition.    JHSS finished 14th – proving to be excellent ambassadors for our school.

Principal’s Report - Question & Answer period:

One parent enquired if the families displaced by the Kingston Gardens fire have a place to stay?  Ken informed us that all families have found alternative accommodation.

Another parent wanted to know why only Grade 10 & 11 students were permitted to view the MADD presentation and not the Grade 12s.  Ken reported that an ICBC presentation has been planned especially for Grade 12 students.



UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

a) PAC:  Details of demographics of Student population at JHSS. Tabled to next PAC meeting.

b) School Policy: JHSS Course Pre-requisites:  

A parent questioned the prerequisites for elective courses in Grade 11 & 12.  

Ken informed us that junior electives and Grade 10 electives act as building blocks and that no pre-requisites have been set by the provincial school body.  Ken ensured parents that JHSS staff (teacher’s) do their best for students especially since their graduation depends on it.

c)  School Policy:  Communication procedure between parents and teaching staff:  A Parent suggested that a list of teacher email addresses be made available.  Ken Hignell informed PAC that each staff member has an email account, but not all are using them.  Ken cannot compel teachers to respond via email.  Ken’s advice for parents was to contact teachers by telephone.  Depending on the time of day, parents will either be put through directly to the teacher or offered their voicemail.  If the parent does not get a response within a day or two, they should call the school and ask to speak to one of the Vice Principal's.  The VPs will ensure that the teacher contacts the parent(s).  

d) PAC:  Communication Plans / Tools to get parent participation:  

Jashin will sit down with Ken to review next year’s school calendar and select events that PAC representatives can attend to inform and draw parents in.  Jashin also suggested that PAC setup a table at the parent/teacher interviews to give out relevant PAC/School/Student information to parents.  Ken and Jashin will meet to select events.  Ken informed PAC that a Grade 7 Orientation night was set for May 24, 2009.  PAC representation that night would certainly be worthwhile.

e) PAC:  Secured file cabinet location on school premises:  Ken has given the PAC use of a two drawer file cabinet located in the office conference room.

f) School Policy: Student use of personal electronic devices during class:  

Ken stated that students should not be using cell phones/iPods/etc during instructional time.  But some subjects allow students to listen to music while they work (ie: art class).  This will be up to the teacher’s discretion on how they want their classroom managed.  Use of handheld devices for surfing the internet will one day become very common.  Students will have information at their fingertips.  We should embrace technology and help create meaning in class.

g) PAC: Agenda & Speaker List for balance of school year:  

Due to some miscommunication, Tracy Hardman was scheduled to present drug awareness at this meeting.  Jashin apologized for the misunderstanding on behalf of PAC.  PAC has now decided not to have any speakers until the new school year.  Long term planning of speakers at PAC meetings will help draw greater participation from parents.  It was proposed that speakers needn’t only present on PAC meeting nights since PAC needs time for regular business at their meetings.  Booking them on a different night will prove to be more time efficient for PAC business.  A new committee is to be formed or the next VP may be asked to assist in selecting/booking speakers.  PAC will write out a Policy that will outline criteria for selection of speakers.  Once written, this policy will be available on the PAC webpage.  It was recommended that any speaker on topics not relating to student curriculum or offering no direct benefit to the students should be disqualified.

PAC executive to draft out a policy; Mr Hignell will help refine the terms.

h) PAC: Letter to City of Surrey: Arterial road designation of 99 Ave. Tabled to next PAC meeting.

i) Funding Request:  English Dept. Student awards: Ms Singer to submit a detailed proposal at next PAC meeting scheduled for 1 April 2009.  

j) Progressive Funding:  Mark motioned to discontinue.  Seconded by Shakil.  All in favor.

k) Funding Request:  DPAC Rep – BCCPAC Conference costs:  

Way clarified funding request – advised she was not looking to have conference cost paid by PAC, but to have registration fees paid to register JHSS PAC for BCCPAC membership ($65.00) It was brought to the table to decide whether it was worthwhile for PAC to register for BCCPAC so late in the school year.  Also Way advised JHSS PAC was not registered with DPAC either.  After a lengthy open discussion, Sami motioned that we register as members for BCCPAC and DPAC.  Dianne seconded.  All in favor.  Jashin to register JHSS PAC as member of DPAC by obtaining registration form online.  Way gave Jashin the registration form for BCCPAC.  Upon reviewing it, Jashin advised everyone that it was too late to register for BCCPAC membership as the deadline was Dec 15/09.  Jashin will contact BCCPAC to ensure registration package is sent to JHSS PAC for next school year (2009-2010). 


NEW BUSINESS:


a) Classroom Space/Portables (2009-2010 School year):

Ken intimated PAC that the district has not yet decided as to whether they will sanction portables for JHSS.  School will try and be as efficient as possible in usage of available space.   

Linda motioned PAC draft a letter to school district department responsible for portables.  No seconder – dropped motion.

After more discussion, Mark motioned PAC write letter to district representative in support of obtaining portables for next school year 2009 -2010.  Dianne seconded.  All in favor.   

Dianne will write letter and follow up with email broadcast.  Ken to provide District projections department head, Mr Umur Olcay’s contact information.  

b)  2010 Vision Conference:  Tabled to next PAC meeting 

c) Dept. Collaboration – Timetable Change (early dismissal Tuesdays) – Tabled to next PAC meeting.

d) Treasurer’s Position:  Linda tendered her resignation as PAC Treasurer, effective March 15, 2009.

Jashin appointed Dianne Swanlund to take over as Treasurer (by appointment) until the end of the school year.    Diane accepted appointment.

On behalf of JHSS, Ken Hignell thanked Linda for the 5 ½ years of dedicated service to the PAC.  

PAC COMMUNICATIONS:

a) Mail: Tabled to next PAC meeting 

b) Emails:  Tabled to next PAC meeting 

c) Suggestion Box: Tabled to next PAC meeting


Meeting adjourned at 9:22pm.
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Next General Meeting: 1 April 2009 @ 7PM in the school library

All parents/guardians of students attending Johnston Heights Secondary School are encouraged and invited to volunteer on the Parent Advisory Council.  If you wish to contact the PAC with any questions, information or suggestions, please email jh.pac.contact@gmail.com or leave a note at the school office marked JH-PAC.
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