Johnston Heights Secondary School PAC – General Meeting Wed. January 14, 2009


1. Welcome / Introductions:   Mr Ken Hignell, Jashin Khan, Linda Blais, Charmaine Raymond and Suanne Meaden present.  
Johnston Heights PAC President absent.  PAC Vice-President, Jashin Khan chaired the meeting.

Amendments to agenda included:
· Old Business: 1a.
Review of minutes of meeting held 3 December 2008 to be moved to item 6h on agenda. 

· Committee Reports: 4c. & 4d. Omitted due to lack of parent volunteers
· Old Business:  5b.
Quotation for Student display case

· New Business: Added to Agenda:

 6i.
PAC school file cabinet purchase and location 
 6j.
School Policy regarding student electronic devices in class

Jashin moved to adopt amended agenda.  BE IT RESOLVED THAT the agenda for 14 January 2009 be adopted as amended.  CARRIED.

2.
Principal’s Report

· Principal Ken Hignell updated PAC on staffing changes.  Vice Principal T. Evans is leaving at the end of January 2009 to join Byrn Creek Secondary in Burnaby as Vice Principal.  Mr Rob Killawee of L.A Matheson Secondary school will replace him as Vice Principal.  Mr Deol, head of the JH Math department is moving to Fraser Heights Secondary as Vice Principal.  Teacher Ms MacDonald retired at the end of December 08.  We wish her well.

· REACH Student group organized events celebrating winter solstice; such as pictures with Santa, student pep rally, an appreciation luncheon for teachers and a food drive to benefit the Surrey Food Bank.  Several thousand food items were sent to the food bank.  
· In December 2008, the JH theatre company presented the drama production “CLUE”.
· The Music department held a couple of Winter Concert Band and Choir performances.
· The PE department presented students with a talk by Olympic Wrestler & Coach, Mr. Justin Abdou, on goal setting.
· JH is planning a “Health & Wellness” week scheduled for Spring ’09.
· Provincial exams/final assessments are scheduled for the end of January 2009.
· Grade 10 grad transitions assembly completed on 17 December 2008.
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· ''Spirit to Survive" Assembly with guest speaker presented to grade 9 students around safety and risk taking.
· The Grade 12 Student Grad Transitions presentations completed.  120 students celebrated their learning at Johnston Heights.
· School Planning Council members met on 13 January 2009 in order to review the School Plan.
3. 
Financial Report

a. Monthly Report
Linda presented monthly report.  As at 31 December 2008, unallocated funds in General A/c -$3703.95 and unallocated Gaming A/c funds are approx. $5,000.  
Linda to present updated/revised account balances at next meeting.  

Linda motioned to accept financial report as submitted.  Suanne seconded.  BE IT RESOLVED THAT the financial statement presented on 14 January 2009 be accepted as presented.  CARRIED.   
4.
Committee Reports

a. DPAC Committee:  JH DPAC representative, Hue Truong not in attendance due to schedule conflict.  
Proposal to fund membership in BCCPAC and sending DPAC representative to annual BCCPAC conference in April 2009.  TABLED. 
b. Dance Committee:    No parent volunteers to date.  Concession at next dance, scheduled for 11 Feb 2009, to be handled by student council members.  Ken to advise and arrange details.
c. Fund Raising Committee:  Omitted due to lack of parent volunteers.
d. Progressive Funding Update: Omitted due to lack of parent volunteers.
e. School Planning Council: Principal, Ken Hignell informed PAC that the School Planning council met on 13 January 2009 and submitted school plan to district.  Copies available at the school office.
f. Dry Grad committee:  Dry grad chairpersons not in attendance.  Written report submitted via email; was read into minutes.    

g. Student Council Report: No student council representative in attendance.  
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5. 
Old Business

a.
LST Funding Request:  At the December 3, 2008 PAC meeting, Ms Sheila Renyard presented a Learning Support Team department presentation/proposal to the PAC to help fund some of the following items:
 
3 laptops
@ $1500/- each





8 Nio boards
@ $ 300/- each






4 Dana








10 copies Reading Software @ $ 350/- each







1 scanner 
@ $150/- each
Linda motioned that PAC fund the LST request to a maximum amount of $3000/- using monies from unallocated funds in the General A/c.  Suanne seconded.  CARRIED.

b. Student Display Case:  Ken Hignell reported that a quotation of $9236/- for a new student display case was received from Surrey School District.  Discussion regarding cost and benefit ratio seemed excessive.  Linda motioned that JH PAC not fund or follow through with this display case.  Seconded by Charmaine. CARRIED.
6.
New Business

a. 
Reader’s Club proposal requesting funds to purchase books for student members.  Linda motioned PAC fund JH student Reader’s Club to the maximum amount of $500/- using funds from the Gaming A/c.  Books to be kept for students by 
Ms Hall at JHSS.  Suanne seconded.  CARRIED.
b.
Snow safety issues:  Linda queried Mr Hignell as to how the school decides on a non-instructional “snow day”.
Mr Hignell:  “If possible, principal to arrive at school by 6:30am and evaluate situation -- roads, sidewalks, school access, parking lots, heat and water.  Principal then calls Asst. Superintendant Mr Rick Fabro.  Decision to “open” or “close” school is then made in conjunction between Principal and Asst. Superintendant.  Once decision made, district posts notice on Surrey School Dist. Website and then media is contacted.  JH School office staff then begins responding to many phone calls and indicate to parents the “status” of school.  A “snow day” was called on 5 January 2009.
Linda also reported that she made several calls to the City of Surrey’s maintenance and engineering department asking for road plowing on 99 Ave.  She was told that 99Ave was not an arterial road so she proceeded to call the Mayor’s office, which got some action. 

Linda suggested that Johnston Heights PAC write a letter to City of Surrey Council outlining the safety concerns for students and requesting that 99Ave receive first priority as an arterial road for snow clearing in the future.  Linda will write letter, Charmaine to assist.
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Due to time constraints, Jashin Khan, acting chairperson, requested we move Agenda item 6g and table items 6c, 6d, 6e, 6f, 6i, and 6j to next month’s PAC meeting as old business.  
g.
Speaker presentations for upcoming PAC meeting on 4 February 2009: School counseling team to present information on scholarship opportunities and course selection at next PAC Meeting.  All PAC members in attendance agreed.

Parents will be notified via newsletter (which goes to press Friday 16 January 2009).  Jashin to contact Murali and work on newsletter insert.  Phone‘call out’ to be coordinated by PAC executive.
Mr Hignell to arrange for cafeteria to provide light refreshments/snacks at next PAC meeting, 4 February 2009.   Linda motioned that PAC authorize spending up to a maximum of $50.00 to cover cost.  Suanne seconded.  CARRIED.
h.
Review of minutes of meeting held 3 December 2008:  Suanne motioned to accept Minutes as presented.  Charmaine seconded.  BE IT RESOLVED THAT the minutes for 3 December 2008 be adopted as presented. CARRIED. 
7.
Mail: 
TABLED to next JH PAC meeting.
Meeting adjourned 9:37pm.

Johnston Heights Secondary School PAC Executive & Council Members - 2008-09
	PAC President
 Murali Krishnan
	PAC Vice President 
Jashin Khan

	PAC Secretary 

Charmaine Raymond
	PAC Treasurer 

Linda Blais

	DPAC representative 

Way Truong
	Members at Large

Suanne Meaden, Dianne Swanlund

	JH Student Council representative
Wayne Zhao
	JH PAC Dry-Grad Representatives
Neil Grant, Sherry McPherson, Terri Downton

	School Planning Council Members

Shazia Salim, Jashin Khan, Hue Truong, Attiya Jaffar
	


Next General JHSS - PAC Meeting: Wed. February 4, 2009 @ 7:00PM
All parents of students attending Johnston Heights Secondary School are encouraged to join the Parent Advisory Council.  If you wish to contact PAC with issues, concerns or suggestions, please email jh.pac.contact@gmail.com
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