Johnston Heights Secondary School PAC 




1 April 2009


General Meeting – 1 April 2009, 7:02 PM

1. Welcome / Introductions, 7 people present as per attendance sheet.  

a. Jashin Khan, PAC President, chaired this meeting.  

Jashin welcomed JH Principal and staff - Mr Honeywell, Ms Singer and Ms Sabella as well as the three students from the JH Senior band.

b. Adoption of Agenda:


Items Tabled to next PAC Meeting (May 6, 2009)

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

b) PAC: Letter to City of Surrey: Arterial road designation of 99 Ave 

Item Cancelled

NEW BUSINESS:

Funding Request: French 10 – Le Vol au Vent Fieldtrip – Field trip was cancelled

2010 Visions Conference – no report required at PAC – this is a District initiative

Linda moved to adopt the agenda as presented.  Dianne seconded.  All in favor.  BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Agenda for 1 April 2009 be adopted as amended.  CARRIED.

c. Adoption of previous Minutes:  Dianne motioned to adopt Minutes of PAC Meeting held on March 4, 2009 as presented.  Suanne Meaden seconded.  BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Minutes for March 4, 2009 be adopted as presented. CARRIED. 

2. REPORTS

A. Treasurer’s report:  

Linda submitted financial statements for the month of March 2009.  Ending balances on March 31, 2009:  General a/c funds: $23,979.02 and Gaming a/c funds $18,031.34.  Linda also provided a report on details of past spending/funding for the last 5 years.  This will give us an idea of past PAC spending and assist in allocating funds for next year’s PAC Budget.  Unallocated funds in Gaming account: $4377.68.  Linda will email Dry Grad reconciliation to Sherry McPherson.  Dianne moved to accept treasurer’s report as presented.  Suanne seconded.  All in favor.  Carried.  

B. Committee Reports:  

a) Dry Grad Committee:  Dry Grad representatives were absent however Sherry McPherson emailed an update on the committee’s progress. (See attached email).  Dianne moved that PAC designate $2000/- of 2008 carry-forwarded Dry Grad funds to be held in account for use as “start-up funds” for future dry grad events.  The reserved funds shall remain at $2000/- at each Dry Grad year end.  Hue Truong (Way) seconded.  All in favor.  Carried.

b) Student Council Report: No Representation.  No report given/submitted.

c) DPAC Report: Information on the next DPAC general meeting will be uploaded on to JH PAC web page.  Way reported that a copy of BCCPAC resolutions may be found on their website.  Way to send links and additional information to Charmaine via email.  

Motivational speaker ideas for future PAC meetings: (1) Bob Rai discusses gangs and how they affect our community and (2) Boys & Girls Club.  

Linda attended the last presentation by Bob Rai and has brought back a VHS of his presentation. 

d) Dance Committee: Jashin moved to take Committee off agenda.  If required PAC may consider forming such a committee next September (2009).  Linda seconded.  All in favor.    

e) Fund Raising Committee: Dianne moved that this item be removed from futures PAC agendas for remainder of this year as many parents are volunteering throughout the school already and there really is no need for an official committee. Suanne seconded.  All in favor.

f) School Planning Council:  Council to meet in April and discuss and start drafting up the school plan for next school year.

g) Healthy School Committee: Jashin motioned to remove item from agenda as this is not a PAC initiative.  Ken Hignell will report on committee happenings in principal’s report.  Linda seconded.  All in favor.

Principal’s Report:  

Ken Hignell presented very important information to PAC regarding the school’s Building Envelope Repair Program approval.  This is a significant renovation project for Johnston Heights.    

· The renovation will address the ingress of water taking place over the last 15 years.  The project is scheduled to begin this summer, will continue in the Fall and go throughout the school year, next summer and fall.  It will take approx. fourteen months (optimally) based on circumstances as they unfold.

Handouts were given to PAC (see attached) describing the broad outline of the project.  Staff has been intimated. School is drafting a letter to go out to student and parent body.  Program involves reconstruction/repair of much of the exterior brick wall of the school.   Many windows and skylights have failed and will be replaced.  

The perimeter drainage around the building will be dug out and replaced.  Due to the large scope of the project, it is not possible to have the work done during the summer break and spring vacation alone.  (Skylights, in particular, will be worked on during the summer).

School has put in a request for portables to be placed on site as alternative classroom settings.  Although not finalized yet, Ken predicts work will progress in phases.  In areas where widows are being taken out etc., it may not be possible for students to be in session while that work is occurring.  So it may involve moving students out of their normal classrooms.  Efforts will be made to minimize learning environment disruption.

Mr Hignell has requested a minimum of 6 portables to be put on the gravel field.  No confirmation yet if request will be granted.  

Mr Hignell informed PAC that any issues/conflicts encountered will be addressed as they arise and assured PAC of his commitment to transparency and communication regarding construction work.

Mr Hignell reiterated that his goal is to have a school that is structurally sound.  The esthetics, however, will remain same.  

· A parent questioned how school would manage traffic issues during the renovation process. 

Ken noted that since transportation is an issue, delivery of materials will be monitored so that it does not conflict with school traffic.

· A parent asked if there would be an attempt to keep the student population in rein - regarding foreign students, etc.

Ken Hignell reported that he hopes to accommodate all learning needs without changing educational outcomes.

· 16 students arrived from Thailand.  They will be here until April 23rd.  These students will participate in school life at Johnston Heights. The visitors were welcomed with an opening ceremony.  

· Wellness week begins April 3, 2009.  Students will be encouraged to either walk or bike to school.  Senior students will do their best to keep track of this by counting students as they arrive at school.  A prize will be awarded to the class (grade) with most participants.

· 90 students achieved 90% on their provincial exams.   Seven students scored 100%.

· A parent noted the significant improvement in safety and traffic flow at the cross section of 152nd and 99 Ave resulting from the installation of traffic lights.  



UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

a) PAC:  Details of demographics of Student population at JHSS. Ken enquired why the information was required.  Linda explained that such data allows PAC to plan a budget that allocates funds in a fair way so that all sections of the student population of JH are facilitated.  Ken provided the information at the meeting and will email a copy to PAC.  

At the end of the semester total # of students: 1440 (started with 1462 students)

Students in catchment:
1192

Out of catchment:
248 (includes district program placement students, special placements, BASES, international students with out of catchment parents and dual enrolments).

BASES


29

Connections: 
  
9 

International students: 
27 (Gr8:0, Gr9:3, Gr10:13, Gr11:7, Gr12:4)

ESL – International students:
18

Total # of students:

Gr8: 
287

Gr9:
293

Gr10:
339




Gr11:
293

Gr12:
228

Total:       1440 students


b)  PAC: Letter to City of Surrey: Arterial road designation of 99 Ave - Tabled 

to next PAC Meeting (May 6, 2009).

c) Funding Request:  English Department:  Ms Singer and Ms Sabella have initiated a Speech Meet scheduled for April 15 & 16. Students present a 3-5 minute speech on a topic of choice. Parent volunteers needed to judge the event.  Winners of JH Speech Meet will represent JHSS at the Surrey District Speech Meet.  This is a great opportunity to present JH talent.  PAC assistance of $500/- to be spent for Chapters gift cards.  The English Department will forward the names of winners as well as the receipt from Chapters.  Ms Singer to email PAC the details of the meet.

Linda motioned PAC spend $500/- for Chapters gift cards.  Jashin seconded.  All in favor.  Carried.

d) 2010 Visions Conference: – no report required at PAC – this is a District initiative.

e) Department Collaboration – timetable change (early dismissal Tuesdays): Ken provided facts about the use of collaborative time by JH staff and submitted written report (see attached) 


NEW BUSINESS:

a) Funding Request: Senior Band’s Victoria Trip.  Mr Keith Honeywell brought in three senior band students to demonstrate their level of musical talent.   PAC was very pleased with the performance.   The Seniors Band is requesting transportation funding and have submitted a written request outlining the costs.  Linda motioned PAC fund band’s trip to Victoria to the amount of $1300/-Dianne seconded.  All in favor.  Carried.

Mr Honeywell also informed PAC that the Band is hoping to schedule a trip to Ottawa next year.  PAC is to decide if they wish to fund this request (in whole or partially) for next year.  

Mr Honeywell will email PAC the details of proposal.  Dianne is to check with Gaming Director if Band’s trip to Ottawa can be covered by Gaming funds.  

b) Funding Request: English Department – Young Author’s Conference – Transportation Costs:  Ms Singer requested $250/- for transportation.  Linda motioned PAC cover $250 for transportation costs.  Suanne seconded.  All in favor.  Carried.

c)  Funding Request: JH Choir Arbourside Court Resident Facility Transportation Costs: 

Mr Honeywell requested funds for choir transportation.  Linda motioned PAC pay $100/- towards transportation.  Dianne seconded.  All in favor.  Carried.

d) Funding Request: JH Choir Surrey Choral Festival transportation:

Mr Honeywell requested funds for choir transportation.  Linda motioned PAC remit $285/- towards transportation to Surrey Choral Festival.  Dianne seconded.  All in favor.  Carried.

e) Funding Request: French 10 – Le Vol au Vent Fieldtrip: ITEM CANCELLED.

PAC COMMUNICATIONS:

a) Mail: Ms Hall submitted another invoice for books purchased for the Reader’s Club.  PAC has already made a payment of $500 from the Gaming A/c to cover cost of books for Reader’s Club, so this invoice will not be covered.  (see item 6a:Minutes of Meeting held 14 January 2009). 

b) Emails:  NONE 

c) Suggestion Box: NONE 


Meeting adjourned at 9:27pm.

Johnston Heights Secondary School PAC Executive & Council Members - 2008-09

	PAC President

 Jashin Khan
	PAC Vice President 

Vacant

	PAC Secretary 

Charmaine Raymond
	PAC Treasurer 

Dianne Swanlund

	DPAC representative 

Hue (Way) Truong
	Members at Large

Suanne Meaden

	JH Student Council representative

Wayne Zhao
	JH PAC Dry-Grad Representatives

Sherry McPherson, Neil Grant, Terri Downton

	School Planning Council Members

Shazia Salim, Jashin Khan, Hue Truong, Attiya Jaffar
	Healthy School Committee

Suanne Meaden, Teri Charlton


Next General Meeting: 6 May 2009 @ 7PM in the school library

All parents/guardians of students attending Johnston Heights Secondary School are encouraged and invited to volunteer on the Parent Advisory Council.  If you wish to contact the PAC with any questions, information or suggestions, please email jh.pac.contact@gmail.com or leave a note at the school office marked JH-PAC.
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