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S inc e the last newsletter we have issued  the first forma l report c a rd  
for the sec ond  semester on Ap ril 22nd . Now students need  to foc us 

and  work ha rd  as we app roac h fina l exams. 
We have c omp leted  the c ourse selec tion p roc ess and  students have 
had  a  c hanc e to verify their c ourses for next yea r. We w ill have one 
further opportunity for students to verify their c ourses and  then we 
expec t tha t students w ill be staying  w ith the c ourses they have c ho-
sen as this determines our sta ffing  for next yea r. 
May and  June a re extremely busy, a s we spent most of our time 
w ind ing  down the sc hool as well as p repa ring  for next yea r. While this 
was taking  p lac e there was an added  d isc ussion w ith the sta ff, pa r-
ents, and  Sc hool Distric t rega rd ing  an ad justed  sc hool c a lenda r as a  
c ost saving  measure for the Surrey Sc hool Distric t. 
This was passed  a t the May Board  of Ed uc a tion meeting  w ith c om-
mon non-instruc tiona l days and  five fewer instruc tiona l days in the 
c a lenda r. Our sc hool c a lenda r is inc luded  in this newsletter. 
There w ill be a  minor c hange to this 2010-2011 bell sc hedule.  We 
have elec ted  to take the 3 minutes a  day tha t is returning  day to our 
sc hedule (5 ra ther than 6 non-instruc tiona l days) shorten our Friday 
and  leave Monday to Thursda y w ith the c urrent bell sc hedule. This 
means tha t students w ill be d ismissed  a t 2:13pm on Fridays.  
We have surveyed  the sc hool and  we have found  tha t the 13 min-
utes per day (Mon-Thurs.) of Independent Read ing  has been suc -
c essful in getting  students to read .  During  this time it is the expec ta -
tion of teac hers and  students to find  something  to read .  We would  
like to know if this does not oc c ur in your c hild ’ s c lassroom.  We a lso 
look to use this time to d issemina te important sc hool-w ide informa-
tion and  have d isc ussions on top ic s tha t a ffec t the whole sc hool 
(la tes, ga rbage, bullying  etc .,).  
A ma jor educ a tiona l p rac tic e tha t sta ff a t EMS will be slow ly embark-
ing  upon next sc hool yea r w ill be imp lementing  the Sc hool Distric t’ s 
new assessment stra teg ies.  Please visit our website 
www.ea rlmarriott.c om to ac c ess the SD# 36  
Assessment_Position_Paper.pd f. This assessment position paper out-
lines the philosophy behind  our a ssessment stra teg ies w ithin our 
Sc hool Distric t and  a t EMS.   
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Many teac hers have adop ted  these new assessment stra teg ies and  some a re in the midst of c onverting  over 
lessons and  units to ac c ommoda te these stra teg ies.  You w ill hea r more a bout our new assessment stra teg ies 
throughout next yea r.  
New Assessment Stra tegies is a  p illa r upon whic h our two overa rc hing  goa ls a re supp orted .  The other p illa r tha t 
supports our goa ls is Imp lementing  Tec hnology Into Instruc tiona l Prac tic e.  Our two goa ls rema in the same next 
yea r: Ac ademic  Suc c ess for All Lea rners and  Soc ia l Responsib ility. 
 This is the fina l newsletter for the 2009/ 2010 sc hool yea r. We have reduc ed  the number of newsletters this yea r 
in a ttempt to d rive peop le to our website to sea rc h for sc hool informa tion.  This appears to have been suc c ess-
ful as rec ord  numbers ha ve visited  our website.  
The most important newsletter of the yea r is our August newsletter.  It w ill be sent home w ith  
the 2010-2011 sc hool c a lenda r and  your da ughter’ s/ son’s timetab le. If you do not rec eive this pac kage by 
Sep tember 1, 2010, p lease c a ll the sc hool (604-531-8354). Remember to notify the sc hool if you have an ad -
d ress or phone number c hange and  p lease g ive us your ema il add ress.  
In the sp irit of better c ommunic a tion between sta ff and  pa rents, ema il has now bec ome the  
p referred  method  of c ommunic a tion. Many teac hers w ill be c omp iling  student and  pa rent ema il lists for their 
c lasses. All sta ff have their ema il add ress on our website (www.ea rlmarriott.c om). 
I would  like to extend  one last c ongra tula tion to our 2010 Grad ua tes! They were an outstand ing  grad  c lass. 
They a ll c ond uc ted  themselves w ith c lass and  ma turity. The leadership  of our Grade 12 students this yea r was 
exc ellent, and  I would  like to thank them for the many c ontributions tha t they have made to the 
sc hool over the past five yea rs. We w ish suc c ess to them, as they fac e a ll of the 
c hanges and  c ha llenges tha t will oc c ur in their lifetimes. 
 
On beha lf of a ll of us a t EMS, I w ish everyone a  sa fe and  enjoyab le vac a tion. 
Make it a  g rea t summer holiday. 
 
All the best, 
Peter Johnston, Princ ipa l 
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Provinc ia l Exam Information 
 
June examina tion and  Grade 12 Sc hola rship  results w ill be released  on July 30th, 2010. These results c an be 
viewed  on the Student Sec ure Web : www.bc ed .gov.bc .c a / exams/ tsw/ tsw/ student. 
 
Students a re enc ouraged  to c rea te an SSW ac c ount before the end  of June. This w ill enab le sc hools to as-
sist students who run into d iffic ulties c rea ting  ac c ounts before sc hools c lose for the summer. 
 
An offic ia l Transc rip t of Grades w ill be ma iled  to a ll Grade 12 students. If you have moved  rec ently, p lease 
ensure we have your c orrec t ma iling  add ress. 
 
August Examination Session 
 
These exams a re written a t designa ted  sc hools or d istric t loc a tions ac ross the p rovinc e. Informa tion rega rd -
ing  the August session, c an be found  a t www.bc ed .bc .c a / exams/ a ugust. 
 
August Newsletter 
 
Expec t to rec eive a  pac kage in the ma il during  the third  week of August. This pac kage w ill have the Au-
gust newsletter, your c hild ’ s sc hed ule and  a  fridge magnet. Please ensure tha t if you have moved  or a re 
p lanning  on moving , tha t the sc hool has your new add ress. 
 
Summer Hours 
 
The sc hool w ill be open during  the summer Monday through Friday from 10am-2pm. 
 
Report Cards 
 
The fina l report c a rd  w ill be ava ilab le for p ic k up  June 29th from 11:00-12:00 in your c hild ’ s Bloc k A c lass.  If 
you w ill be away a t this time you c an either a ) lea ve a  self-add ressed  stamped  or b ) p ic k up  the report 
c a rd  a t the ma in offic e during  the summer. Please ensure the report c a rd  is p ic ked  up  in a  timely ma tter as 
there c ould  be important informa tion (eg . Summer sc hool) a ttac hed . 
 
Yearbook 
 
 This yea r, the yea rbook c ommittee has been working  rea lly ha rd  to make this yea rbook GREAT! It 
looks like our work is paying  off. We’ ve being  selling  them like hot c akes and  soon we won’ t have too many 
left…although it is simp le to buy one. To buy this limited  ed ition, simp ly go to the offic e, hand  in your $50 
and  p resto! You w ill have a  wonderful treasure of memories on d istribution day. But do it soon, the yea r-
book p ric es a re going  up  June 3rd . Tha t’ s right - on June 3rd the yearbook will be $55.   
 In c ase you were worried  about having  enough a utograph pages, stop  worrying . Sta rting  d istribution 
day we w ill be selling  extra  autograph pages for $5. You w ill get a  booklet of 8 pages for only $5. 
 Distribution day w ill be on June 11th, so make sure tha t you have pa id  a ll your d eb ts (lib ra ry fines, 
c ourse fees, etc .) before the 11th of June. On June 11th, b ring  your ID to get your yea rbook. If you a re one 
of those peop le who a re not sure if you’ve pa id  your deb ts or not, there w ill be a  list of student w ith deb ts, 
posted  by the offic e (by student number). If you c an’ t remember if you b ought a  yea rbook there w ill be a  
list of those who have, p osted  by the offic e. 
 So, we’ ll see you on the 11th for some happy signing ! 
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[www.ear lmarr iott.com/careers/] 

Check out our website for more information on career information, co-op programs, trades programs, apprenticeships and other special 
opportunities. 

 
 

The Year In Review 
 
Bamfield  Marine Station – Oc tober 18 – 22, 2009 
 
Our Sc ienc e Co-op  stud ents, who went to Bamfield , together w ith supporting  sta ff, would  like to thank our PAC 
for their generous support in help ing  make this yea r’ s experienc e one of the best. 
 
Partnership Students 
 
We c urrently have seven Grade 11 and  12 students out in pa rtnership  p rograms: 
 

Max Rob inson    Ca rpentry 
Dan Besser and  Na vid  Mead i  CADD/ Dra fting  
Spenc er Lord     Elec tric a l 
Alic ia  Cha o     Ha ird ressing  
Trevor Nic holson   Weld ing  

 
While a ll of our pa rtnership  students have ad justed  to being  away from EMS, they a re a ll rising  to the c ha llenge 
and  demands of their p rograms.  It’ s not unusua l for us to hea r “ this is litera lly the best thing  tha t’ s ever happened  
to me”  or “ this is the best thing  I’ ve ever done” .  We a re very p roud  of our p a rtnership  students for having  the ini-
tia tive to take advantage of these exc ellent d istric t p rograms.  (Their pa rents a re exc ited  to be saving  thousands 
of dolla rs on tuition!) 
 
We have a  rec ord  numb er of stud ents app lying  for pa rtnership  p rograms next yea r.  This yea r’ s app lic ants a re  
 through the interview p roc ess and  w ill be notified  of their sta tus shortly. 

 
RCMP Youth Ac ademy – Marc h 31 – April 8, 2010 
 
Two of our finest students – Tyler Holthe and  Alex Wolf – were ac c ep ted  into 
this highly c ompetitive p rogram.  The Surrey d istric t had  only 10 spots ava il-
ab le and  a lmost 50 students app lied !  Tyler and  Alex experienc ed  a  va riety of 
ac tivities tha t a  polic e c adet would  go through in tra ining , but in an enc ap -
sula ted  forma t.  Well done Tyler and  Alex! 

 
L-R Tyler  Holthe, Derek Spink (cur rent Member , EMS 
Grad 2007) and Alex Wolf 
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Sc ienc e and Humanities Co-op Work Experienc es 
 

Our Sc ienc e, Humanities and  Mec hanic s Co-op  students had  the opportunity to work a t a  va riety of p lac e-
ments over the yea r.  Thank you very muc h to a ll the c ompanies/ emp loyers tha t p rovided  these va luab le op -
portunities for our students.  We und erstand  tha t these a re c ha lleng ing  times of c utbac ks, layoffs and  the 
d readed  H1N1, and  we a re extremely g ra teful to our loc a l and  reg iona l pa rtners who have c ontinued  to make 
these work experienc es a  va luab le pa rt of our students’  high sc hool c a reers. 
 
 

Grads of 2000 – Ten Years Later… 
 
On May 20th, seven of our EMS Grads from 2000 spoke to our current Grade 12’s about their education and career paths over the past 
10 years.  Of the many pearls of wisdom imparted, the following were shared by all of the alumni: 
 

¨  don’ t be in such a rush to get your degree – take some time to travel 
¨  it’s okay if you don’ t know what you want to do now  - you will eventually 
¨  follow your passion – but have a back-up plan 

 
The speakers were well-received by our group of Grade 12’s.  A number of this year’s class have already asked if they could be called 
on in 10 years time to speak to the Grads of 2020! 
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Skills Canada 
 
This yea r’ s reg iona l Skills Canada  c ompetition took p lac e on Marc h 5th.  We had  a  number of students c ompet-
ing  in c a rpentry, c ulina ry, fashion design, 2D anima tion, website design, and  weld ing .  We a lso had  a  robotic s 
team pa rtic ipa te in the provinc ia l c ompetition held  on Ap ril 21st.  Onc e aga in, Ea rl Marriott students were 
among the best.  We sent seven students to Waterloo, ON, to c ompete in the Na tiona l c ompetition.  Grade 11 
student Riley Van Ryswyk won the gold  meda l in web  design! The robotic s team finished  4th, just three points shy 
of w inning  a  meda l! Honourab le mention is extended  to our 2D team of Brad  Wic ks and  Joey Mei. All stud ents 
and  sta ff who went had  a  wonderful trip  and  an unforgettab le experienc e. 
 
 
Junior Trades Day 
 
 
On Wednesda y, May 5th, a ll 380+ Grade 9s pa rtic ipa ted  in our 3rd  annua l Junior Trad es Da y.  Stud ents were ab le 
to lea rn about, and  pa rtic ipa te in hands-on ac tivities in va rious trade a reas suc h as p lumb ing , elec tric a l, meta l 
work, ha ird ressing , and  c ulina ry – just to name a  few.  The ma jority of stud ents were ab le to take home some of 
their hand iwork, whether it was a  b irdhouse or a  p lanter.  We w ish to thank a ll of the p resenters who took time 
from their busy sc hed ules to sha re informa tion and  their skills w ith EMS students.  Of c ourse this day would  not 
have been possib le w ithout the generous support of the ITA and  the YES2IT grant.  Thank you very muc h! 
 
Sec ondary Sc hool Apprentic eship Sc holarships 
 
This yea r, five Ea rl Marriott students rec eived  $1,000 sc hola rships by c omp leting  the SSA Program.  They a re: 
 
Cory Renner – Plumb ing  
Ma lc olm Marsh – Elec tric a l 
Reid  Cooper - Elec tric a l 
Justine Smith – Culina ry Arts 
Connor Venema – Auto Servic e Tec hnic ian 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

L – R  Cory Renner, Reid Cooper, Connor Venema 
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APPRENTICES: 

 
Attention Student[s], Pa rent[s], Guard ian[s], and  Emp loyer[s] : 

RE: In Search of the Hidden Apprentice 
 
In an effort to p romote the Sec ondary Sc hool Apprentic eship  [SSA] p rogram, Earl Marriott is searc h-
ing  for “ Hidden Apprentic es.”  If you are a  sec ondary sc hool student working  in a  trade area , you 
may a lready be a  Sec ondary Sc hool Apprentic e and  not know it. 
 
A Sec ondary Sc hool Apprentic eship  involves pa rt-time work within a  trade – something  you may 
a lready be doing . The SSA p rogram p rovides a  smooth transition from sc hool to work, and  a  quic ker 
route to c ertific a tion in a  trade – and  to the ea rning  power tha t goes with it. You c an beg in your 
apprentic eship  as early as Grade 10. 
 
By registering  as a  Sec ondary Sc hool Apprentic e in the sc hool, you will be ab le to rec eive dua l 
c red it for the work you a re a lready doing  and get a  head  sta rt on ea rning  your trade c ertific a tion, 
and  you may be elig ib le for a  $1,000 sc holarship . “ Dua l Cred it”  means simultaneously rec eiving  
both sec ondary sc hool c red its required  for gradua tion, and  c red it toward  c omp letion of an ap -
p rentic eship . As an added  bonus, as a  Sec ondary Sc hool Apprentic e you c an qua lify for a  $1,000 
sc holarship  if you c omp lete a t least 480 hours of pa id  workp lac e-based  tra ining  in your c hosen 
trade, g radua te with a  C+ average on Grade 12 numbered  c ourses, and  a re tra ining  full-time or 
a ttend ing  sc hool in the trade for 1100 hours a fter sec ondary sc hool g radua tion. 
 
The SSA p rogram a llows you to fa st trac k your c a reer. By pa rtic ipa ting  in the p rogram, you w ill be ahead  of 
your peers in a  c a reer in the trades. 
 
If you a re a  sec ondary sc hool student, or an emp loyer w illing  to hire a  student, p lease c ontac t Paul Bruc e 
[b ruc e_p@sd36.bc .c a ], Ca reer Fac ilita tor, to find  out more about the Sec ondary Sc hool App rentic eship  p ro-
gram. 
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The following  is as list of g radua tes who rec eived  a  sc hola rship  a t the 
Commenc ement Ceremonies on May 27th. 
 
Congra tula tions to a ll!! 
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English Department Writing Contest 
 
Our judges read , to their delight, app roxima tely 100 entries for this yea r’ s c ontest.  We thank a ll of our stu-

dents who pa rtic ipa ted , and  enc ourage writers of every g rade level to be a  pa rt of this illustrious event 

next yea r. 

 
The Eng lish Department is p roud  to rec ognize the w inners of our 2010 Writing  Contest, and  a  c omp lete list 
of a ll our w inners c an be found  on our sc hool website.   
A spec ia l c ongra tula tions goes to Alexand ra  Ba rnet, our Petersen Prize w inner, for her p oetry entry, 
“ Words” .    
 
We would  a lso like to extend  a  spec ia l thank you to our PAC whose generous support has p rovided  our 
w inners with moneta ry awards, desp ite this yea r’ s c anc ella tion of the d istric t c ontest and  Young Author’ s 
Conferenc e. 
 
Contest Winners:  p lease ensure you have filled  out the form a ttac hed  to your c ertific a te and  return it to 
the offic e so your award  c heque c an be d ispersed . Also, p lease ensure tha t you ema il your w inning  en-
tries to Mr. Daniel To (to_d@sd36.bc .c a ) so tha t the Inkb lots anthology ma y be c omp iled  and  d istributed  
before the end  of the sc hool yea r.  
 
Petersen Prize 
 
In honour of Diane Petersen, retired  EMS Eng lish teac her extraord ina ire, we re-named  the Grand  Prize of 
our Writing  Contest to the Petersen Prize in 2008.  We w ish to rec ognize Mrs. Petersen’s passion for support-
ing , enc ourag ing , and  c eleb ra ting  student writing  a t EMS for over 27 yea rs.  It was a  spec ia l trea t to have 
Mrs. Petersen as pa rt of our jud g ing  team for this yea r’ s c ontest. We feel the Mariner family would  be 
p roud  to have Mrs. Petersen inc luded  in their support of student writing  a t EMS. 
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Year-end proc edure at EMS library 
 
 
The sc hool yea r is rap id ly c oming to a  c lose.  Wha t does it mean for you and  your c hild?  Any ma teria l bor-
rowed  from the lib ra ry must c ome bac k.  Many notic es have been sent for overd ue ma teria l during  the 
past few months but we a re still missing  many books.  Please take the time to ta lk to your c hild  and  make 
sure tha t a ll lib ra ry ma teria l is returned .  Please c lean-up  bed rooms and  desks. 
 
The last day to return a ll ma teria l to the lib ra ry is June 8th.  On June 9th, an overd ue list w ill be p rinted  and  
a ll students on it w ill be p lac ed  on a  deb t list.  These students w ill not be ab le to get their yea rbook on 
June 11th.  Your c ollabora tion is needed  and  grea tly app rec ia ted . 
 
Thanks 
 
Mic hel Roy 
Teac her-Lib ra rian 
 

EMS Band Festival Awards 
 
Conc ert Band  9-10 - Surrey Conc ert Band  Review - exc ellent and  superior- awarded  an invita tion to Music  
Fest Canada . 
Jr. Jazz Band  - Envision Ja zz Festiva l - exc ellent 
Sr. Jazz Band  - Envision Jazz Festiva l - exc ellent and an invita tion to Music  Fest Canada  
Sr. Conc ert Band  - Vanc ouver Kiwanis Festiva l -Silver Meda l-Exc ellent 
Grade 9-12 Conc ert Band  - Whistler Music  Festiva l - Silver Meda l, Exc ellent and  Superior 
Grade 8 Conc ert band  - Kiwanis Interna tiona l Music  Festiva l - Silver Meda l, Exc ellent and  Superior 
 
Also 
 
Beauty and  The Beast Orc hestra  - "The best EMS sc hool orc hestra  ever!" 
 
Rodger Owens 
Direc tor of Music  
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From your Student Counc il: 
 
Sinc e Sep tember, Ea rl Marriott students have been ha rd  a t work p lanning  a  p rojec t whose legac y w ill c on-
tinue for yea rs to c ome. EMS students, led  by the sc hool©s Student Counc il, have been working  to renova te 
the sc hool©s c ourtya rd , an outdoor a rea  of the sc hool whic h has not been popula r w ith the sc hool popula tion 
due to its lac k of ga rbage d isposa ls, da ted  dec ora tion and  overa ll una ttrac tive a tmosphere. The new c ourt-
ya rd  w ill inc lude a  ga rden, ga rbage c ans pa inted  by students, benc hes and  a  stage. Planned  for nea rly nine 
months, this p rojec t began to  c ome to life on May 11th, w ith volunteer students, teac hers and  pa rents c lean-
ing  the c ourtya rd , p lac ing  ga rbage c ans, weed ing  and  redoing  the ga rden and  p lanting  perennia ls. Plans to 
build  the stage for Ea rl Marriott©s many performers (be they bands, singers or danc ers) a re in p lac e as well 
and  w ill likely c ome into p lay next yea r.  
Of c ourse, this p rojec t c ould  not oc c ur a ll on its own and  the Student Counc il has many peop le and  c ompa-
nies to thank, inc lud ing : 
-West Coast Gardens (for dona ting  portion of flowers and  soil) 
-Southridge Build ing  Sup p lies Ltd . (for dona ting  wood  to be used  for stage) 
-Greenpoint Landsc ap ing  & Gardening  (for d ona ting  ba rk mulc h and  delivery) 
-Thrifty Foods (for dona ting  hot dogs and  buns for c eleb ra tion bbq ) 
-Rob  and  Christina  Freiheit (for their time and  efforts c ollec ting  dona tions, p lanning  the ga rden, and  ha rd -
work on the ga rdening  day) 
-Sha lini Mahara j (for dona ting  flowers, soil, supp lies, and  knowledge for the ga rdening  day) 
-Student Counc il teac hers for a ll their support: Ms. Jenkins, Ms. Branham, Ms. Burkett 
-Mr. Tamboline for a ll his time and  support (bbq  and  stage build ing  to be spec ific ) 
-Christopher Legros (for a ll of his time and  ha rd  work on the ga rdening  day) 
-Monique Collet (for taking  photos the day of the event) 
-Tom Wiebe (for transporting  the lumber/ wood  to the sc hool) 
the BASES p rogram for up  keep ing  the ga rden w ith their wa tering  expertise! 
Be sure to wa tc h this p rojec t as it c ontinues next yea r...it©s sure to be a  legac y tha t w ill live on! 
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Sunda y, Ap ril 18, 2010 
 
 
A letter to the Students of Ea rl Marriott High Sc hool 
Sa turday morning  I took my d og up  to the pa rk behind  Ea rl Marriott.  I was horrified  to see the huge amount of 
p lastic  ga rbage in the sma llest pond .  We have new baby duc ks and  I wa tc hed  the 3 day old  d uc ks c limb  on 
the p lastic  ga rbage as they tried  to sw im in the pond . 
The ga rbage was a ll lunc h pac kag ing  materia l.  There was a  sandwic h on white b read  still in it’ s Zip loc  bag, 
quite a  few p lastic  bags of d ifferent sizes, a  c hoc ola te milk c onta iner and  lots more.  I got down and  hauled  
out enough p lastic  to fill a  g roc ery bag .  I d idn’ t get it a ll. 
I c ontinued  on my wa lk.  We hea rd  a  very strange c a ll.  My d og was ag ita ted  and  led  me to see who was in 
d istress.  It was a  ma ting  c oup le of Canada  Geese.  The fema le had  ea ten some foreign ma teria l tha t was 
lodged  in her throa t.  She was trying  to expel it and  c rying .  She c ouldn’ t get it out. 
I c a lled  the SPCA.  The worker from the SPCA c ame quic kly and  took the goose to Monika ’s Wild life Refuge.  
Yes she has something  foreign, p lastic , they think, lodged  so fa r d own she w ill need  surgery.  If she lives, she w ill 
be kep t for 10 days.  They w ill then return her to the pond  to find  her ma te. 
Geese ma te for life .  For the rest of Sa turda y I listened  to her ma te c a lling  and  c irc ling  the pond  as he sea rc hed  
for his missing  ma te.  I c ould  not exp la in to him tha t she was gone and  c ould  d ie bec ause of students who p ic -
nic ked  on a  lovely Friday but c ould  not be bothered  using  the ga rbage c an p rovided . 
Sinc erely yours, 
 
a  Neighbour 
 

 

 

 



TTHEHE  MMARRIOTTARRIOTT  MMESSENGERESSENGER      FFEBRUARYEBRUARY, 2010, 2010 

 

 


